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Promotion of thermal cracking of crude oils by elemental sulfur and its effect
on the initiation mechanism of TSR
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Abstract: In this study, hydrothermal pyrolysis experiments were conducted using a quartz-tube system with
calcium sulfate or magnesium sulfate and elemental sulfur. We examined the effect of elemental sulfur on the
thermal cracking of crude oil and the initiation mechanism of TSR. Our results showed that hydrocarbons completely
reduced elemental sulfur to H,S in a short time above 336 ‘C. Meanwhile, the presence of H,S significantly
promoted the thermal cracking of crude oil into gas, which increased the gas yield and dryness. The H,S generated
by the reduction of elemental sulfur easily reacted with hydrocarbons to generate labile sulfur compounds (LSC),
which may play a significant role in the thermal cracking of hydrocarbons catalyzed by elemental sulfur under our
experimental conditions. Furthermore, MgSO, is more effective for the onset of TSR relative to CaSO, based on
sulfur isotopes of H,S and the ratio of H,S/S°.
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S i A7 7E TR A R S P, 7B SR IR
AT B R 0 & G2 P25, 1989). &l
KSRGS WA i R XA YL & P8 8 T i
i) 2 A5 ML R Ak 24 RIBOLH B N2 . 158, M
BUa R B, S 25 T UURA AL R £ A ik
kAL, TR T 2R A L E AL G P (organic sulfur

compounds, OSCs)(Douglas and Mair, 1965; Martin
and Hodgson, 1973; Przewocki et al., 1984; White et
al., 1988; Aizenshtat et al., 1995). &, S #ik Jy 2

2 B AL I T SN B R ) P e ), X S A Ak
3 5N 2 7 B 5 R A 3 Y RS E T R A 2
(Seewald, 2001), H: i3 5 B 09 S A0 8 it S 2 Ak
AT R 28 18 JFEAE H (thermochemical sulfate reduction,
TSR). 5 S(RI S il H,S) B B iF W /& B R R A T 1Y
515, JFREHRE A [V # % (Goldstein and Aizenshtat,
1994; Goldhaber and Orr, 1995; Zhang et al., 2008),
FAR TSR RN A HARHLHIA AN TE IR, (X Fhv
O T RERE (A ER A2 T T HoS B S 25 1 R,
HOF 2 TSR SEIHUS N S O B i R AR BERT 4R Y HoS
E, SAS AN EAGET), Szl
H,S J1: /=4 OSCs(Toland, 1961; Toland et al., 2002).
WAk, B, FEE, S it HoS 5 SO
A S8 (Feely and Kulp, 1957; Machel et al., 1995;
Worden et al., 1995; Cai et al., 2001; Worden and
Smalley, 2001), %W fEARR (50~70 °C) T i & 2%
1%, ELXFRHLERE AT A pH AERAR(Z0H 3)TE LT,
PRI TE BT A5 T RE A & 4232 31 T %€ (Toland, 1961;
Zhang et al., 2008). T i S SIEAAEH TR T I
XS TP A B R E T . HoS B AR 0 )
1 OSCs LA A HE R L

BT AMFFE R, TSR SO AFAERI IR HoS, H SOL
MR R R HoS(PE AR A5 AR B A
RO E A3 N i 48 N (Goldstein and Aizenshtat, 1994;
Goldhaber and Orr, 1995), H,S X} TSR H # {LAE
MG TS MR AR S, S X5k

(hydrocarbon, HC) A= il HoS i#F M2 # TSR S )i
1 ¥E47 (Feely and Kulp, 1957; Orr, 1974, 1977), A
R SE G5 UE ] MgSO, AT il 5] & TSR g, NiF
TMAKRAMA Y S(Horsfield et al., 1992; Tang et
al., 2005; Pan et al., 2006)., Zhang et al. (2008)1A } 45
AFETERI IR HaS, TSR KN W75 2 MgSO, H2 il 1
XF o 55 R A T HSOL fE NN . Ellis et al.
QOINFIHEMS S FFREE M RERIULE, K
AlEE S BIF R HoS A EEAE R T, A iy H,S
5 HC & WA AT E % 6 ik & 9 (labile  sulfur
compounds, LSC) T HN 3 B il 247, X5 Amrani et
al. (2008)ff B S B AL — 20 AE SEPR LR 24 S
FeArs . AT, ARG S SRR,
BATREAE R HLS, PRI A b R HaS MAF
EIFAE—E 5 TSR WAHIE . BIAETM AR & A4
TSR AEFHIE, HAr Ry S tho Al BE s S it 22 £
AW RARRNAS S SEEM RN, BN A
JC I H ) 7 4 7 DT A o R v AR AL R A
Wo S TR AR L R Ve AR W R 4%, (15 3E
— PR EK,

ARG S HEAER B R R P IRILG H,S, 1
I ST 5 B PR S B R B AE B K SRR T B BB AL S
EXFH, RIS X i B i i 5
M, @S SEIEM LT, @S X TSRAEH G sl
il 5

1.1 SLHS

A YRS S 4 S A i B 1 B R 2 b ) R
H(ZS1-L HHFIma s 11 H(Hall ), W50 50 A9 1
LR 1o SER A R BT FH AR S B 34 Sk oy b
SEEe KR 2 B K
1.2 PRSI

A B9 R I A0 A = A A 2R 1 IR R T 7 e
I Ty 2 S — RN R SE G B S 0 A K
100 mm, FA% 20 mm, JEREE 1 mm. {AFH 25 mL 3]

R RS R B K2 R A 1 SR

Table 1

Properties of the two crude oils from the Tarim Basin

e AER REm) MR ¥ (g/em’, 20 CT) S T (%) TR (%) F5 9% (%) JE £ (%) Wit (%)
ZS1-L € 6456.5 NI 0.789 0.2 84.1 5.5 4.5 5.7
Hall 0 6658~6748  1EH JEH 0.833 0.5 62.2 26.7 9.7 1.4
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AP R AT . SERPIRANE - ORI R A A
H, FEEZDIRES TR O R B R N HORE R
BEE 2 A FATHRE, R IR dl A0 S B e T 22
o, R BEAT B O T ORI SR AL TS

nE M2 60 mg. KIFEW 100 mg(MgCl,=5.6%,
NaCl=10%, MgS0,=0.56%). 30 mg {Ffi#}. 30 mg
Si0,. 25 mg S Fl 100 mg MgSO,. i /] Mg* - 11 -
SiO, 7R R VE Ny il N w22 o, I B pH

R BA R RWEMN], BRI MARR B ERIFTE— S E N (pH=3), A0 Y 2 i T
PERCR S FAH N AR IR L o ARG ILTF R T4 BN IEANE S % Zhang et al. (2008, 2012).
SR FHEFEF . B R SEE 10 h WAE IR T2
$—4 (Group [ )N JFFHESCE, I S+BE 250 'C, SRJ5 L 20 C/h 438 Pk 7+ 1] 600 C,
MREES ZS1-L HBENT IR B . DA TN 7R 336~600 CZIAIBE 12 > HURE I A1 GGR 2).
F2 FETBHSHESYENS T
Table 2 Composition characteristics of gas yields from two groups of pyrolysis experiments
JdAEtE R HC Easy R, TR L s? H,5/5° 8°*S(H,S) H,S CO, C C,~Cs
(d) (0) (mg) (%) (mmol/g) ~ (mmol/g) (%o) (mL/g)  (mL/g)  (mL/g)  (mL/g)
Group II: 7k+S°+CaS0O,2H,0+HC
ZS1-L BEFTih
18 360 112.50 1.54 0 0 — — — — 1.90 14.01
2 360 143.70 1.13 8.55 6.55 0.88 — 65.54 38.06 4.44 14.40
4 360 158.20 1.25 7.79 5.69 0.93 — 60.24 38.83 4.49 17.61
6 360 141.30 1.32 8.70 6.72 0.85 -5.97 65.61 38.84 7.97 35.79
8 360 154.80 1.38 8.33 5.69 0.78 —6.20 51.00 38.77 8.18 41.70
12 360 117.80 1.46 19.39 6.87 0.69 -5.78 54.20 44.22 427 15.45
18 360 109.70 1.54 21.73 7.18 0.71 —6.28 58.71 49.15 4.08 15.47
27 360 112.70 1.63 25.76 7.13 0.65 -6.79 52.91 49.12 3.82 14.38
35 360 116.90 1.69 20.04 7.59 0.73 —6.79 63.71 55.39 4.66 19.37
Hall 1E% 5
18 360 116.00 1.54 0 0 — — — — 1.52 5.75
2 360 150.00 1.13 7.95 5.92 0.89 — 60.41 32.64 6.41 17.26
4 360 150.30 1.25 7.83 5.97 0.93 — 63.81 39.50 8.48 23.40
6 360 135.70 1.32 13.20 5.92 0.88 -5.49 59.88 44.99 12.15 33.13
8 360 140.70 1.38 14.88 5.89 0.83 -5.58 56.15 44.84 15.27 4935
12 360 116.20 1.46 19.92 7.53 0.69 -6.33 59.33 44.77 4.30 13.96
18 360 114.10 1.54 20.61 7.31 0.76 —6.53 63.69 51.71 4.42 13.68
27 360 115.40 1.63 25.39 6.85 0.77 —6.36 60.14 49.32 4.79 13.96
35 360 116.30 1.69 25.47 6.74 0.73 -5.79 56.22 53.17 7.56 25.09
T AR
18 360 97.00 1.54 0 0 — — — — 2.64 14.69
2 360 104.60 1.13 12.23 8.31 0.90 — 85.18 45.10 6.25 16.79
4 360 124.40 1.25 9.53 7.66 0.92 — 80.85 44.05 8.51 24.62
6 360 114.20 1.32 15.95 8.37 0.90 -5.60 85.82 54.92 11.62 37.17
8 360 123.10 1.38 17.00 6.63 0.87 -5.92 65.61 57.24 15.60 51.20
12 360 106.80 1.46 21.94 7.52 0.71 -5.50 60.67 59.12 6.49 19.82
18 360 78.20 1.54 30.41 11.39 0.72 —6.58 93.72 56.94 6.75 20.97
27 360 86.30 1.63 33.91 9.96 0.79 -7.22 89.77 60.85 7.27 23.30
35 360 86.70 1.69 37.78 9.91 0.81 — 92.04 63.92 8.79 26.76
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A E] i HC Easy R, TR ER s? I,S/S° 5%S(H,S) H,S CO, C C,~Cs
(d) (c)y  (mg) (%) (mmol/g)  (mmol/g) (%o) (mL/g)  (mL/g)  (mL/g)  (mL/g)
Group I: /K+S°+MgSO4+ZS1-L EEHTih
— 336 61.00 0.57 13.93 13.68 0.71 -5.00 78.84 8.37 0.81 1.13
— 360 62.00 0.68 13.45 12.85 0.81 —4.87 85.00 10.48 0.83 1.42
— 384 63.00 0.79 13.47 12.85 0.78 -4.93 81.49 9.83 0.95 2.14
— 408 6190 0.96 13.52 12.47 0.77 -3.96 78.07 11.99 1.74 7.12
— 432 63.20 1.19 13.45 12.91 0.78 -3.68 81.91 13.96 3.98 21.21
— 456 62.80 1.47 13.64 12.24 0.93 — 92.73 18.76 10.02 40.80
— 480  64.80 1.81 13.05 12.92 0.95 -3.05 100.23 23.85 16.44 52.03
— 504  73.90 2.19 11.41 11.59 1.31 -2.74 123.40 25.49 45.64 108.77
— 528  65.50 2.62 12.86 12.79 1.36 — 142.24 37.72 80.09 112.82
— 552 61.30 3.06 13.84 13.00 1.30 -3.17 138.41 4291 95.32 86.80
— 576 63.90 3.50 13.35 12.18 1.28 —2.49 127.16 4432 104.32 68.77
— 600 6220 3.87 13.41 13.11 1.12 —2.45 119.30 47.68 127.93 41.31
TE: R TEE

4 (Group 1) AEIE ML, 33 4A~F5,
H S FIBRER 45 4 ) 5 ZS1-L H-&EMrih . Hall J
IEH B AT Hall S 1E 5 T A9 1 A e 41 53
N o AR 2 43 38 A RE B BT RE 2R AT D R 4
Gy 07 B AR B o B A T NN D v AR RN AR A
B 29 100 mg . ZKIEHK 150 mg(MgClL=5.6%, NaCl=10%,
CaS042H,0=0.71%). 30 mg ¥ fi#}. 30 mg SiO,.
25 mg S 1 200~500 mg CaSO4-2H,0., Hfi R 8 i
360 CHELA (R Z+0.5 C), INFABTE 4350 2d. 4 d.
6d. 8d., 12d. 18d. 27d 1 35d. 4 255
S3NTESS 18 d By HURE 55 A R SE I 45 T A S
Hl CaSO,-2H,0 25 X HLSEER
1.3 SERASEESHTUARBMAENE

SEBREAE Y E &5 F 2 i R4
2 R EIEIOEEE G A AR
MPAREERKEA RS AR G, fEAE RS
AT A A, B A 0 Th A R R I
AF| Agilent A FHY 6890N S AH (AL kAT 7ELL
GIHT o MRSy 0 R AR s, ] s Al RS 4
SRIEA 10%AgNO; I, # HoS Hedbh AgoS, LU
HEAT 8%S 13T,

57*S(Ag,S) Mk 75 [ Rk 24 Bt b 5 5 Hb Bk 4 B
F 5 r B 2 R) o7 R Mb BR b 4 S0 56 = R A7, R
Finnigan /A A ) Thermo Finnigan Delta S % i i 4 %
AR Ag,S FFREIFINI R 431, PS4 RS TAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency)brifi 17X,

W3k 45 5 A0 X T [ PR AR #E VCDT(Vienna Canyon
Diablo Troilite), a5 B F+0.3%o0.

2 R 5L

AR H Sweeney and Burnham (1990)42 H 1)
“Easy R,/ R ABIISLIG i s B, K 1 2
I 27 145 21 A AR 400 52 06 v 25 Uk BE a5 i X6 1 7Y
Easy R, {H . H AR A5 400 52 56 v 79 i Yk EL PR T iR
TR RS G 245 T B4R B A IR L AR T R
1) S B b BT R B
2.1 H,S HJRIE

ARSI H,S ARIET: OFIMAHARERE, S,
3)CaS04-2H,0 5% MgSO, H i i i B F 134 Ji . i
TR LI ML B S & EAREAL, i E
TRALS PR A R HLS AR AT DL ZRE N1
PP S5 T HoS EEk B S A R S Flm iz
B Y B RREAR B TR JE . YT S NG R L
&Y, S BIEPELL CaS0,2H,0 B MgSO, i, i)
S S 5/ N, TEIREEAS] 200 ‘CHT, S HLE(SY)5)
5K K A= A I 0 A A%, HoS(Robinson, 1973; Martin,
1993):

48"+4H,0—S0; +3H,S+2H" (1)

7 HoS =R ) —Fag 202 S Al HC Z (8] )

[ (Orr, 1974; Goldhaber and Orr, 1995; Seewald,

2003):
4S°+1.33(-CH,-)+2.66H,0—4H,S+1.33CO,  (2)
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Fig.1 Easy R, for pyrolysis experiments at different reaction temperatures and reaction times

FIFH H,S/S (W i ) i HL (B RE A st iHE S 1
AR, AR (DHFQ), AFTAR S #BiL 5N
H,S, W H,S/S" K43k T 0.75 Al 1,

Group [ "H&5—/NEEE & 336 "CH} H,S/S° Hufi
h0.71, HyS 1) 83*S fH h—5.00%0(F 2; 1€ 2), $2i{H
KF S 87*S {H(—6.30%0), PHHTE 336 ‘CH} H,S
BORIET S, B4/ Sr MgSO, RS 5
BEo 24 HoS/SY LK T 0.78 B, CO, By R A TFUhH
Bl e (% 2), KA 336~432 C(Easy
R,=0.57%~1.19%)i}, H,S J& S @ad i xX ()4 %
#J. 7E 432~528 ‘C(Easy R,=1.19%~2.61%)M}, H,S/S°
W F W, 18 528 Cik|H A 1.36(F 2;
M 3)., EBAFHRSES, A HS /Y 8'S [EM
—5.00%038 /i 5] -2.45%0, HORMIEIT MgSO, [ §*S
H(3.75%0)(F 2; & 2), ULHHREE KIS, BL
1) MgSO, 25 TSR KN o #emj b, il 47 b B 1) I
1, TSR S AR BEFE I o . (EAS TR, HoS &)
5 HC A= % OSCs, UG HEMy 2R H-BEW} 45 (Toland,
1961; Toland et al., 2002). i, H,S/S° {H1E

) o [ ¥} g

e o®  Hallgsim — Group I

) io)oo ZS1-LIEEERiH

K 4 *o o oe@ Group I

BREAS
-8 -7 -6 -5 —4 -3 -2 -1 0
5**S(H,S)(%0)

2 ERISRI AR H,S B9 S &

Fig.2 'S values of H,S from the pyrolysis experiments

528 CHIAFIE(Y 1.36, ZJ5 B #iEIRE] 1.12(3 2;
Kl 3), AIfESZ&RE R TSR A0 H,S 5 i rp i — 2k
HC kA ki, 724 T 0SCs,

M, Group T # H,S & FKIFEF S,
CaS0,2H,0 WA AR PS5 RN .. Bk,
Group I 7E W55 2~4 d(Easy R,=1.13%~1.25%)HF,
H,S/S° L ik Bl fe KAH HEIE T 1(36 2). BEE Nk
ARG, HLS/S® HLME IR shE /N, M 0.9 & 0.7 2%
12T R H((E 3), UEHITER NI, 90%LA 11 S it
JEoh H,S; Rl RN HE T, CaS042H,0 A S
5ROy, Jokaks i H,S, H HoS %5 HC U A:
i OSCs, A LA HyS/S® Fu A 52 BH/INIR BE i R %
HIR, A= B HL,S 146 IR 47 218 UE 32 173X 455
Group 1T ¥ 3 AN ZF A i HoS 11 8°*S (L AE—7.22%0 ~
—5.49%0 2 [F] (3 2; & 2), KM EIE T S #Y 'S
(=6.30%0). P ASFIFE] N 2 d 3 Am % 35 d, H,S 1Y
8%*S {E I I A Btk i 25 BN A TR AT S B AR A AR
fbo BARBI ST 5T B R, SO Bk 2Eik JF R
H,S i B FRFEAE 8*'S 438500 (Machel et al., 1995),
B2 {RAME T TSR i FE Y 8°*S 43485k vy I A B
(Machel et al., 1995; Worden et al., 1996; Cai et al.,
2003), R §**S(H,S)#E it 2047 1Y 87'S. L
H CaSO,42H,0 4 ™S 4 21.87%0, — HA CaSO42H,0
S5, £ H,S 1 8 b &k R Rk, ®q,
Group 11 ™LA ZS1-L EEHTIM A R P FE 5 — 1 4
(Easy R,=1.13%)#l/ 4 T KEM CO,(38.06 mL/g),
VLT Group 1 7E 360 ‘CH#/E: %) CO, 1(10.48 mL/g),
AL TPIA™ R ITE S AT A B T KA COL(3K 2),
W Group Il 1 H,S 2l id S 5K R HC )i A=
W, FFAE R (2),
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Fig.3 The relationship between the molar ratio of H,S and S° generated in the two groups of pyrolysis experiments

22 RREHLH

MG FROCT PSR T HoS SRIRM e, A
SC R 2 S S T A AL

(1) Group [ SZEAA:T TSR: Sk & Hi
FREL KR IRAE T, 2R T A6 AE F (Machel et
al., 1995). &L hia:

HC+ SO; —C,_s+Ce, +H,STH,O+ETH  (3)

(2) Group T 3EE KT S SR IS
— ARSI R, T A B S SEAIRF N HaS, RlE
NIHAT, CaSO42H,0 IRZEA S 5 R ik H A1)
LIRS S5 R, W Group IT2&—41 S 5 HC ik
2z RN . S I AR B s A AL E I B ER £, A AS
ZH SN A A TSR AEH .
2.2.1 TSR K pi(Group 1)

i R H Al A Group T J&—41 TSR S hjid
. Group [ SIS RILE 4, C, K=
Bifi J2 W A T— ELAERE TN, C,~Cs 7= %AE Easy R,=0.9%
JFAR G K:, 7E Easy R,=2.2%F ik ) i 2 Jo T
GRBEAR, R C I CoCs IR AR M I LT Z —
T8 R E(C /Y C ) Bl S 565 ik B A 185 22 300 36 37 344
Iy, {H7E Easy Ro<1.2%HfIIAHR (K 4d).
H Cy W77 BRAEREA SO ok R PO n, B LA 4G
—/NET R RB T R T Co~Cs SRR 3
m, ZJETERABN EFAERA T CorCs RM K
THFE. LRgs LM TSR R AL Se M FE IR IF =k
XA R kRS, PRI TSR N REAS (42 28 <1k 41
AR . B THE ) ) A B R A B
ZJse . PIKEE) T ¢, TSR KN R 2 16 L RE MUK FAIK,

DR I ] — 7L B K B bt e 5 A IRk & A I 7 ) T
P S £ e 4 K (Yue et al., 2006).

£ TSR i B 4Bl 7 K i HeS, Fr LA
HoS/(HaS+Y.Coos) H B ISR 48 7R TSR AR & A A2 i
(Worden et al., 1996), 535, CO, [ #3815 B
Rt 5 KW AT, TSR AEHTEM 8 . HoS/(H,S+Y.Coos)
H1 CO/(CO+Y.Cos)Z A Y 56 F (& 4c)F B, TSR i
B CO, it E b HoS/(HoS+Y.Coos) 3 it
BRI, SRIGHEE HyS/(H,S+Y.Cs) Bl ik — 45 4
Jnmn R GE B N, X5 AR T A HS RSN
H,S/(H,S+Y.Cis5) Fil COL/(COx+Y.Crs) K F AH W 5
(Hao et al., 2008),
222 H,SHFHETE i iE L AR ML (Group 1)

Group IIi&HE T S MERIRILAA Y 5 IRIE N
SEHGEORNIN S FIGR R R ) B4l kR s PR 1 25 %)
HESZE0 (18 d)o HH TS50 v R IR VAR S 1 S 3 410
B, Frlhzs FSEg HoS P JLF R 0 (K 2). &
1S g0 rh RR SE R AR R S S A Y 7 3R R G b S g 2 A1
SEERZH Cy il Co~Cs PP B2 AR 2 £5 (Bl 5a. b),
CO, =3 IE 25 ALY 345 S LA 1 (1 5d), IF HAzi
A AR T8 R B K T LB Se), Bl
Bl S REUSAEHE I i AR R B, BRI
R 0 0 b R g AR LA B TR R B

Cy Fll Co~Cs I 7= 3R A J N 2~8 d B ik n, 25
8 d(Easy R,=2.2%)ikF|I4AE, 8~12 d 2 FRE, 12~35d
E/NEREIHIRES(E 5a. b), H.S M RIES—
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Fig.6 Suggested pathway for formation of intermediate

compounds from protonated thiols promoting the
thermal cracking of hydrocarbons

WA S M 1 5 i BT RSH(HLS % LSC)M
r [] A B8 I8 T IF A= A B R B, 4 A R k7
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