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Abstract Lithium is one of the most important strategic metals in modern industries. The Xuefengling pegmatite type lithium
deposit is another large lithium deposit discovered in West Kunlun-Karakoram after the Bailongshan lithium deposit. In order to
constrain the metallogenic age and metallogenic model of the deposit, and deeply understand the metallogenic regularity of the West
Kunlun metallogenic belt, the LA-ICP-MS U-Pb age of columbite-( Fe) and cassiterite in the Xuefengling lithium deposit are
determined. The weighted average ages of the columbite-( Fe) (containing high U and low Th) is 208. 2 +2. 1Ma, while that of the
cassiterite is 208 + 15Ma, and they are consistent with each other within acceptable errors, representing the metallogenic age of
pegmatite vein. Compared with those deposits mentioned above, the Xuefengling lithium deposit was also formed in the Late Triassic.
Regionally, the metallogenic age of pegmatite lithium deposits in the West Kunlun area is similar to that in Songpan-Ganzi area which is
closely related to the Triassic granites in these areas. They form a 2800-km-long Paleo-Thethys lithium metallogenic belt. The
Heishibeihu, Yunwuling and Muzitage areas are the prospective areas for the next breakthrough in lithium prospecting in the Paleotetian
metallogenic belt.

Key words Metallogenic age; Columbite-( Fe) U-Pb dating; Cassiterite U-Pb dating; Pegmatite type lithium deposit; West
Kunlun orogenic belt
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X@in AT HK;R4E85 U-Pb 24545 U-Pb 254 R 2085 K, B2 LR F
FEESES  P597.3; P618.71

HREBEKIEER,  Z TR B AKX
M TS (CEHES, 2019;FEF%, 2021), fEE
RE“BHM” BIRRE , FEREN FRNT RESE®R
K ERRERRE FERKE O, WIMRAEE B
80% , HILEY HRMHRKA TS ER, AMUAFREKR
ZUNE, B EE AR E (XA %, 2019; B E
%, 2019; FEFS, 2021),

REMGERERNEY KRFEEPE)NE AEL PR
ARG F/REG FFREL . EDHHE EHEHKX
(Liet al. , 2015; Liu et al. , 2022; Wang et al. , 2020; Z=4g
4 2020, B EL, 2019, 2021; EEZ, 2021; F#EBE,
2021; ARG ,2021) , BB FEZ 00 AR BN
HULME LS, ARC-RRECHAERET KERE

HRFEE B AR A48 O X AR B R X (B 1) o
ARE—HHHE RARED K ( ~204. 6Ma) FIEA EHET
PR~ 205.7Ma) F1 K 41 40 P — 7 B9 K 240 10 o 82 9 O
( ~211Ma) B IEET R ( ~208. 1Ma) EFE R T8 =Bt
H5HBECEILF ZHBHN =8LEREBIHEX(Yan e
al. , 2018; Wang et al. , 2020) ,

FERUAHET KT RCH X 4 A LD RS KB
B X — N REUET IR, BT AT S RUE 2 57 PR i 3 5 R AE 53
TTTIHEHR (EBSE, 2020) ,H R ZE RETA 4 E M
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WHEBR NG A &8 B e LR A IE
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Fig. 1

Regional tectonic map showing the location of the West Kunlun orogenic belt (a, modified after Xiao et al. , 2005; Yan et

al. , 2022) and simplified map of the major pegmatite-type Li deposits in the West Kunlun-Songpan-Garzé (b, modified after Yan et

al. , 2022)
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Fig. 2 Geological map of the Xuefengling lithium deposit in Karakorama( after Wang et al. ,

2020)

1-Quaterary ; 2-metasandstone; 3-schist; 4-granodiorite; 5-block feldspar pegmatite; 6-quartz albite Muscovite pegmatite; 7-quartz vein; 8-
silicification ; 9-lithofacies boundary; 10-lithium ore body; 11-sampling location

1 B XHRT R

ERREEZ S BT IKET HHIEFR LA KBRET
R(EZSE, 2020) , 7 BRALF 1 B B 35 76 5 77 10 4 200km
(HsFRARBR :35°47'45" ~ 35°48'10"N ,79°18'20" ~ 79°19'40"E) ,
KA F & AL F 78 B -9 0 B o LU 7 B K i ot 1k AR B
HREC-BHECE L FREETHERE, LB ARam, 2
PRI L B A R4, AL B RS 4 A # i 2
JC, B LR S sk R RO sk B K TS R bl O
{&(Yan et al. , 2018; FHfEHkZ, 2019; Wang et al. , 2020;
RIEILE, 2020) (B 1), F/KEGHIASZ NW-SE [, JLE B
RS, B EL M- FR/RK LS4 (& 1b; Hu
et al. , 2016; Yan et al. , 2018) , A NN NFHKMGEHBIA R —
ANERIHEAER, 2 R R 3R 357V K 0 1] BRFL /R -8t /K 8 b 44
TR, ERTHERECHESER RSk A
AR A AR AR S 9 3 L1 S 2 ( Xiao et al. |, 2005) . 7K
R KON X 2 B EET BEFRHR S,
FETRARLIMED AR ILES 509 EIFET (P
B 1 Shk% (X%, 2017; FEH%, 2019; TR %,
2022) ,

ERRET X EFERRBENFAER=BREH%EH
I, FEEH ARG AT ENK-FRKO B AER
B AFRBRERK, B EM, FEMTELERE. K

FEAFKAENARRNKEMIERH RS, £k HREKE
K/NARREI 80 R %%

TREEHE—FKA 1750m, L 300m M SEES
Rt a kR (B 2) , 8RR 4t 3 87 5 & A KB,
SHEZERY K47 % (B 2. 3a), FF#K 32 ~360m,
JE0.9 ~8m, &7 HE&E Li,0 58 0.6% ~3.74% , &4
BeO & fi 0.04% ~ 0.15% , Rb,0 & i 0.10% ~ 0.23%,
Nb,Os & i 0.007% ~ 0.047% , Ta,0, & fif 0.003% -~
0.046% ( F#:%,2020) ,

FREKBE N EELE NW-SE |1, it WA 248G
R ETHRERBE. AR-PKA-A B4R E KR
(pm) BRI 54 BKBE (pf) M & B & o S A RE Bk
BE(pt) o HAPEFTIERHRE KT 4 HEMEA- AR
AR AR-AEO-PRAMMAR-PEA-EEAERE
Bk ( E#%, 2020),

2 RERFE R %
2.1 HAE

SEHRE f (18XFL-BO2) R B -5 S & (E 2) , A A HK-
EEA-MKAGREK A% 30% ~34%) KA
(19% ~25% ) BIER (30% ~34%) B (1% ~2%) .
PFEHEKT ( ~0.01% ) B A( ~0.2%), FirAFEER
HAEKA L ~10em 80 56 BEETHAZEREEERN
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(a) BRULES; (b) 18XFL-BO2 FARAHEGBIHE; (o) BBKT SAK WKAMEEXML) ; () REKYT SR . AZFHE(ER

). Qu-A%; Mus- A =1; Spd-4MEA; Col-fB4HEKT ; Ab-BAKA

Fig. 3 Photographs and photomicrographs of the Xuefengling lithium deposit

(a) overview of the Xuefengling prospect; (b) 18XFL-B02hand specimen sample characteristics; (c) columbite-(Fe) coexists with quartz and albite
(orthogonal polarization) ; (d) columbite-( Fe) coexists with quartz and muscovite ( orthogonal polarization ). Qtz-quartz; Mus-muscovite; Spd-

spodumene; Col-columbite-(Fe) ; Ab-albite

By, SAs8 KAMAIEILAE(E 3c, d),

2.2 fREEEE FHA U-Pb EE

ST B A BT R N A AR
B B SO & SRR AR T 5 A T B A A, B Rk
% BB T Pk i R R RESRY RS
E iy o AR Y S R A T A e
BT A IR &L (CL) E 8t (BSE) ER ARkt
T MIRE AR TR,

FA%T MG A U-Pb FREMEEFRRKFENESR
PERBINHHREREALTRE RS SE THRE
Thermo Fisher Scientific iCAP-Q & ICP-MS 5 RESOlution
S155 # 193nm 9 ArF #E4y FEOG 28 B 52 . Squid 3
B TR B F bk 5 & 5 58 1R 2 3 17 5 BURE
FRE(RMMAE, 2011; Liet ol , 2012) , RITREMERSHE
BRHESBSSEABINURFRENELBIMAR
FURBRBE, BFHA ICP,

AT U-Pb & 4 1) T 40 4 47 25 TR S W 3CHR ( Che et
al. , 2015) , 4B4REKT EH R Coltan139 1E K SMERAT HEZE
FRIE. BOERBEERN 43um, R 4Hz, MRS
A RREN 20s, {55 REAFE 50s,” Pb.” Pb F1™" Pb 3t
EZEiE] 4 15ms,” Pb 3 30ms,”™ Th F1™* U X 10ms, H AT

¥4 6ms, FIE 8 MES A, ST 2 KIMERARAE (Coltan
139) F1 2 ¥k NIST SRM 610,

(A 4)/em® KIBER T 43pm HIEBER ST 6Hz HE
FARR X85 A B S #1747 NIST SRM 614 145 A tn
XHL ( Yuan et al. ,2011) Fi{ESMN 4%, NIST SRM 614 &1
WARIR, T CLGH B HK AT FIK, B Ao tias
K4 20s T 2 RE, RE R 40s FIEABIERE (Liet ol. |
2016) , ZERtE A PE AT E R R, xFF U/Pb 4,
Pb **Pb A Pb. U FI™°U % Uk & 19 1 i 5 B8 B [|]
% 15ms,” Pb #9388 B 6] 2 25ms (Li et al. , 2016),
ICPMSDataCal #17 T H RSB R EFEMES, U
R BEITE AT A U-Pb I 4 i i 8] L5 55 IE F € B AC HE
(Liu et al. , 2008, 2010) , Isoplot4. 15 ( Ludwig, 2003) i F
IHH U-Pb £Eif%,

2.3 BFRsFAR

AR IR ZE T B AR ) MR 22 R T Y
YERPS¥ESALRTER. REKTRAEAETEITER
FA JEOL JXA-8230 RUeg F4#54H(EPMA) #474047. Sr#r&kfd
RAENEERE 15KV, B 20nA, BRRBEER N lum, &
AN TCEBIERER[E] 20 ~40s, PRMEFRIRER SRR
BRMALERENY , LA A (T) A8 A (Fe) K
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Fig. 4 Columbite-(Fe) U-Pb concordia diagrams (a), weighted average age diagram (b) and back scattering ( BSE) images (c)

of the18XFL-B02 sample from the Xuefengling lithium deposit

The blue circles indicate the location of EMPA analysis, the red circles indicate the location of LA-ICP-MS U-Pb analysis

#EA (Mn) ($B& )8 (Nb) HHEJE (Ta) L& /R (Sc) A
(Sn) \ZnWO, (W) %, FRIAEIERA ZAF BFRIE, ETR
AR E/NT 2%

3 MHASER

3.1 $R4BEkH" U-Pb £}

18XFL-B02 ¥ f F 4R & EHE 2 EH . BE-¥ 8
ik, SRR EAEAREWRE L, FFEARE, D
AT YaEE(E4c) . $REED &I 22 4, *Pb/* U &
A4k 75 B R 0.03263 ~ 0. 03293, Pb/™ U {8 25 4L 16 B K
0.22047 ~ 0.25412,% Pb/*® Pb {8 A5 4k 7l Bl & 0. 04883 ~
0.05617(35 1) ;4B4R 49" BRI U 4 B7E 266.5 x10°° ~
3638 x 10 " Ja], Th S E7E0.70 x 10 ~8.68 x 10 ~* , B EFER
RS, k4R U /K Th, Th/U %E 0.00172 ~ 0. 00285 = [d],
XN TR R IEA RN, A% I 22 MUIS~%
B2 Pb/ 25 U-2Pb/™* U & FN4E#S 4 208. 2 £2. 1Ma( & 4a, b)

3.2 %A U-PbERH
18XFL-BO2 ¥ 43 a hiEB a-Ba KEWH . A-¥

B &k, Itk &6 (CL) E#UT (BSE) B& B KA S
BB, AR E, LAY Y EEER(ESD, ¢), Hall
EEE 27 4,2 U/ Ph [EAALTERE R 1.73 ~ 27.74,% Pb/
2oph (EAS AL T EE 4 0.09 ~ 1.04 (£ 2), 8 AH> U/* Pb-
27 ph,/2% Ph JEFI4E Y K 208 + 15Ma( & 5a)

3.3 REHTNBABRFEIHSWER
PREGT T KL 100 ~ 120pm, FE 2y 40 ~ 100wm (&
4c,d) , KREEHTWEE BRA 0 22 MRE W55 1R
BT (1 ~22) iy EMPA 43 #f B 7% R B 22 4, Koo
FeO & 8 % 10.15% ~ 12.78% ,MnO & & % 7.14% % -~
9.70% , Nb,O, & & % 36.01% ~ 69.55% , Ta,0; & &
8.13% ~44.84% (% 3), BAMNEH K&K WO, (0.53% ~
2.05% ) 1/ & Ti0, (0.18% ~0.63% ), Sn0, ( <0.26% ),
710, (0.03% ~0.42% ) Fl Sc,0,( <0.19% ), Xf 12 B-484A
B HATH =K EMPA /317 &8, A ER B %, Ta/(Ta +
Nb) 34 0. 12 ~0. 29, {H Mn/( Mn + Fe) VG BIIE B AT, X—
ZER KW, Ta Nb A IR R RE NS REE. FHS
SRR R S 11.42% ~12.22% FeO. 7.14% ~
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Table I LA-MC-ICP-MS U-Pb isotope data of the columbite-(Fe) from the Xuefengling lithium deposit
HR(x107%) IR 2% LGB i (Ma)
il 5 =
Ws Pb Th U o ;‘:—1}1’ lo 22037513’ o 220;13’ 1o 2:;‘3) lo 2::813’ lo
1 14.32  0.97 498.3 0.002 0.05290 0.00150 0.23807 0.00811 0.03285 0.00083 216.8 6.7 208.4 5.2
2 39.54 2.63 1358 0.002 0.05283 0.00095 0.23983 0.00570 0.03282 0.00046 218.3 4.7 208.2 2.9
3 35.85 2.69 1242 0.002 0.05021 0.00075 0.22693 0.00578 0.03287 0.00071 207.7 4.8 208.5 4.5
4 20.82 1.26 730.8 0.002 0.05588 0.00161 0.25370 0.00907 0.03276 0.00055 229.6 7.3 207.8 3.4
5 14.45 0.87 500.9 0.002 0.05561 0.00144 0.25287 0.00832 0.03280 0.00055 228.9 6.7 208.1 3.5
6 9.40 0.75 312.3 0.002 0.05539 0.00146 0.24710 0.00715 0.03276 0.00065 224.2 58 207.8 4.1
7 60.82 4.35 1986 0.002 0.05369 0.00069 0.24312 0.00437 0.03281 0.00042 221.0 3.6 208.1 2.6
8 26.88 1.90 911.7 0.002 0.05209 0.00093 0.23641 0.00523 0.03283 0.00042 215.5 4.3 208.3 2.6
9 14.34 1.06 475.7 0.002 0.05415 0.00115 0.24519 0.00576 0.03287 0.00043 222.7 4.7 208.5 2.7
10 16.43 1.05 551.7 0.002 0.05278 0.00113 0.23941 0.00650 0.03286 0.00057 217.9 5.3 208.4 3.6
11 10.84 0.70 348.9 0.002 0.05617 0.00164 0.25354 0.00756 0.03288 0.00051 229.4 6.1 208.6 3.2
12 8.53 0.70 266.5 0.003 0.05246 0.00182 0.23647 0.00894 0.03286 0.00064 215.5 7.3 208.4 4.0
13 112.3  9.52 3638 0.003 0.05097 0.00049 0.23156 0.00397 0.03288 0.00049 211.5 3.3 208.5 3.1
14 11.51 0.71 385.3 0.002 0.05462 0.00148 0.24817 0.00878 0.03273 0.00064 225.1 7.1 207.6 4.0
15 23.79 1.64 821.4 0.002 0.05214 0.00114 0.23409 0.00580 0.03263 0.00045 213.6 4.8 207.0 2.8
16 30.92 2.34 1040 0.002 0.05554 0.00084 0.25412 0.00658 0.03293 0.00060 229.9 53 208.9 3.7
17 16.29 1.14 573.0 0.002 0.04883 0.00124 0.22047 0.00636 0.03285 0.00052 202.3 5.3 208.4 3.2
18 18.41 1.15 618.8 0.002 0.05210 0.00112 0.23549 0.00575 0.03287 0.00049 214.7 4.7 208.5 3.1
19 39.83 2.89 1320 0.002 0.05064 0.00072 0.22939 0.00407 0.03284 0.00034 209.7 3.4 208.3 21
20 17.74 1.47 591.2 0.002 0.05562 0.00117 0.24939 0.00523 0.03288 0.00048 226.1 4.3 208.5 3.0
21 18.32 1.18 631.2 0.002 0.05205 0.00117 0.23363 0.00551 0.03280 0.00045 213.2 4.5 208.0 2.8
22 91.30 8.68 3047 0.003 0.05190 0.00058 0.23540 0.00392 0.03286 0.00041 214.6 3.2 208.4 2.6

7.49% MnO.47.53% ~ 64.00% Nb,0,.14.95% ~ 32.24%
Ta,O, #10.85% ~ 1.28% WO, , )} /b & Sn0,( <0.23% ),
Zr0,( <0.17% ) \Ti0, ( <0.35% ) 1 Sc,0,( <0.11%) , 7E4R
BT -ARET PUATE B, BR B S A T AR R X I
P (A 6a) ,KHI-5 S5 GRE R RABNEIK(Ercit, 1994)
¥ B 27 M A REEE R JLF4E Sn0, (> 91.74%) ,
& LB Nb,O, (0.02% ~ 3.80% ; ¥ 3 0.58% ) | Ta,O;
(0.00% ~3.08% ;34 0.87% ) .FeO (0.02% ~1.41% ;F
#0.29% ) Fil TiO, (0.04% ~0.18% ; ¥4 0.15% ) FH 2
BT MoO 1 WO, (£ 4) . TAS RS AREHER
PEHES ,Nb + Ta F1 Fe + Mn FZLL2 0 1 #HHIRML (B 7)o
AN B Ta/ (Ta+ Nb) KEFE0.5 ~0.9 FEREIN (£ 4),

L Nb A, M TN AR BE (Cemy and Ercit,1989)

4 Vg
4.1 BRIGETRETHR

HWASREHY U-Pb EEMBA U-Pb EEH ZHH
KW E A L RMAAHET RE R 4§ (Romer and Wright,

1992 ; Romer and Lehmann, 1995; Romer e: al. , 1996; Smith
et al. , 2004; X|EF4%, 2007; Lupulescu et al. , 2011; $hig
& 2011; B ERZ, 2017; Li et al. , 2019a; Feng et al. ,
2020; Wang et al. , 2020) , SRHGKY HH W EBFETHE

%R A5 E9 R (Cemyand Lenton,1995) 55 1€ 5 57 5% 1)
PR B9 K (Lerouge et al. , 2007) AR L4 FK+. A
Aldrich et al. (1956) Z 4R U-Pb BEFEUNE, B
A EEEDERBLET U-Ph 1, BFHESESRA
TCE KL & A R A KD R (Melleton er al. , 2013),
Camacho et al. (2012) WP E T MERAEHELH
Tanco #1 Silverleaf #i7H & & 7 K7L X f 8 PR KT U-
Pb 4EH#4 % 2641 £3Ma, Che et al. (2015) ZEE N & SR 4R
MEE” U-Pb BT, AW RBIF S ¥ ENH, B, Li
etal. (2019a) MEFL S RET REHELKT U-Pb £ N
204.5 £ 1.8Ma, FRUKLBHED EHEEPREESAR M
KA (E 3d) , RARBST AERRE , HERTLUR
FE XK Li-Be-Nb-Ta H{L1H f 5 B BLE 4RI
BAERAESBRERATELNIT Y, ¥ 5EET Y
e, BAEEEAKXERN UIERERMNBRER Pb, I H
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£2 TBRUAET K$BA LA-MC-ICP-MS U-Pb EELHE
Table 2  Cassiterite LA-MC-ICP-MS U-Pb isotope data of the
Xuefengling lithium deposit

U-Pb {EFI4E# (T-W) (Ma)

RS
B8/ Ph o 207 pp,/ 2% ph T
1 14.38 3.0 0.67 7.1
2 3.33 2.4 0.96 2.6
3 18.07 3.0 0.58 4.7
4 2.31 9.8 1.02 3.5
5 5.56 3.2 0.90 4.8
6 3.24 6.6 0.86 7.7
7 24. 47 5.6 0.09 24.1
8 21.88 3.0 0.42 10.2
9 18.37 2.6 0.57 6.3
10 11.43 6.6 0.74 7.3
11 2.14 1.9 1.01 2.4
12 7.56 8.4 0.81 4.7
13 21.32 7.7 0.10 18.4
14 8.51 4.3 0. 80 3.9
15 13.06 3.1 0.74 5.8
16 1.73 4.5 1.04 3.6
17 5.26 3.0 0.94 3.7
18 3.03 5.9 0.91 6.4
19 12. 14 4.6 0.70 9.1
20 4.40 3.7 0.98 5.1
21 13.60 5.6 0.54 9.4
22 9.90 2.0 0.74 2.8
23 8.23 6.7 0.83 6.2
24 27.74 5.0 0.21 14.3
25 8.52 3.0 0.79 6.9
26 26. 88 4.4 0.15 13.1
27 7.15 3.6 0. 86 4.0

BARE: U Pb (8BS , 7584 U-Pb MERAFEHT
B EE (X EFES, 2007; Yuan et al. , 2011) 5
GIFR U-Pb @F T/, TUAREEREERBHRET K
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3.3Ma, Zhang et al. (2014a) FIZSERE (2006) Ml EF £ TR
B K& U-Pb E4ELER K 199.6 +6Ma, Liet al. (2019a)
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%3 FRGETKPREGY TENXFARM EMPA SHTER (wt% )
Table 3 Chemical compositions of the Xuefengling lithium deposit columbite-(Fe) analyzed by EMPA (wt% )

pY=e=; 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12-1
TiO, 0.38 0.44 0.40 0. 48 0.51 0.30 0. 54 0.52 0.50 0. 63 0.34 0.31
MnO 8.88 9.70 9.02 8.18 9.05 8.05 9.27 9. 11 8.74 8.42 9.12 7.49

Ta, O 9.78 8.13 10. 02 8.73 8.63 18.99 9.97 10.13 8.36 8.19 10.13 14.95
FeO 11. 04 10. 62 11.24 12.48 11.33 11. 21 10. 85 11. 02 11.26 11.78 10. 90 12.22
Z:0, 0. 06 0.22 0.03 0.12 0. 14 0.03 0.27 0.09 0.08 0.13 0.09 0.15

Sc, 05 0.05 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.07 0.04 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.05
Sn0, 0.22 0.16 0.10 0.09 0.11 0.08 0.15 0.19 0.27 0.17 0.18 0.17
Nb, O5 68.52 68. 49 68. 26 68. 06 68. 66 58.07 65.94 66. 58 67.95 69. 37 66. 99 64. 00
w0, 0.55 0.93 0.77 0.61 0.53 0.82 0.65 1.00 0.86 0.93 0.74 0.85
0 6
Total 99.45 98.70 99. 89 98.76 98.97 97. 61 97. 68 98. 68 98.03 99. 63 98.50  100. 17
Ti 0.017 0. 020 0.018 0. 021 0.022 0.014 0. 024 0. 023 0.022 0. 028 0.015 0.014
Mn 0.442 0.483 0. 447 0. 406 0. 449 0. 425 0. 469 0.457 0.439 0.416 0. 459 0.379
Ta 0. 157 0. 130 0. 160 0. 139 0. 138 0.322 0. 162 0. 163 0. 135 0. 130 0. 164 0.243
Fe 0.543 0.522 0.550 0.612 0. 556 0.584 0. 541 0. 546 0.559 0.574 0.542 0.610
Sn 0. 005 0. 004 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 002 0. 004 0. 004 0. 006 0. 004 0. 004 0. 004
Nb 1. 822 1. 820 1. 806 1. 805 1. 819 1. 634 1.779 1.784 1. 823 1. 829 1. 800 1.728
w 0. 008 0.014 0.012 0. 009 0. 008 0.013 0.010 0.015 0.013 0.014 0.011 0.013
Total 2.994 2.993 2.995 2.995 2.994 2.993 2.98% 2.993 2.997 2.995 2.996 2. 991
Nb + Ta 1.98 1.95 1.97 1.94 1.96 1.96 1.94 1.95 1.96 1.96 1.96 1.97
Mn + Fe 0.99 1.00 1.00 1.02 1.00 1.01 1.01 1.00 1.00 0.99 1.00 0.99

Ta/Nd + Ta 0. 08 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.16 0. 08 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.12
Mn/Mn + Fe 0.45 0.48 0.45 0.40 0.45 0.42 0.46 0.46 0.44 0.42 0. 46 0.38

b f<g= 122 123 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
TiO, 0.35 0.31 0.18 0.59 0.38 0.49 0.51 0.39 0.34 0.37 0.41 0.47
MnO 7.14 7.17 7.20 8.50 7.19 8.55 8.72 8.92 9.15 8.85 9.08 9.26

Ta, O4 22.24 32.24 44. 84 11.90 12. 58 9.08 9.87 9.57 10. 50 9.82 10. 03 8.98
FeO 12. 15 11.42 10. 15 11. 39 12.78 11.94 11.70 11.35 11. 14 11. 34 11.20 11. 06
710, 0.17 0.09 0.00 0.42 0.20 0. 06 0.12 0.07 0.07 0.11 0.07 0.21
Sc, 04 0.08 0.11 0.19 0.05 0.03 0.01 0. 02 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.05 0.01
Sn0, 0.21 0.23 0.21 0.26 0. 16 0.12 0.22 0.16 0.13 0.14 0.15 0.21

Nb, O 56.78 47.53 36.01 65.32 63. 59 68.32 67. 87 67. 46 68. 37 68. 04 68.19 69. 55

] 6
WO, 1.15 1.28 2.05 0.75 0.59 0.37 0.73 0. 69 0.62 0.55 0.60 0.61
Total 100.26  100.36  100.82  99.18 97.48 98.94 99.76 98.63 100. 33 99.27 99.77  100.37
Ti 0. 016 0.015 0. 009 0.026 0.017 0.022 6. 022 0.017 0.015 0.017 0.018 0.020
Mn 0.372 0. 390 0. 415 0.427 0. 368 0.425 0.432 0. 447 0.453 0. 441 0. 450 0.455
Ta 0.372 0. 563 0. 830 0. 192 0.207 0. 145 0.157 0.154 0.167 0.157 0.160  0.142
Fe 0.625 0.613 0.577 0. 566 0. 647 0. 586 0.572 0. 561 0. 544 0.557 0. 548 0. 537
Sn 0. 005 0. 006 0. 006 0. 006 0. 004 0. 003 0. 005 0. 004 0.003 0. 003 0.003 0. 005
Nb 1.579 1.379 1.108 1.754 1. 740 1. 812 1.795 1. 803 1. 806 1. 809 1. 805 1. 825
w 0.018 0.021 0.036 0.012 0. 009 0. 006 0.011 0.011 0. 009 0. 008 0. 009 0. 009
Total 2.987 2.986 2.980 2.983 2.992 2.997 2.995 2. 996 2.996 2.992 2.994  2.993
Nb + Ta 1.95 1.94 1.94 1.95 1.95 1.96 1.95 1.96 1.97 1.97 1. 96 1.97
Mn + Fe 1. 00 1.00 0.99 0.99 1.01 1.01 1.00 1.01 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.99

Ta/Nd + Ta 0.19 0.29 0.43 0.10 0. 11 0.07 0.08 0.08 0. 08 0.08 0. 08 0.07
Mn/Mn + Fe 0.37 0.39 0.42 0.43 0.36 0.42 0.43 0.44 0.45 0.44 0.45 0.46
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Table 4 Chemical composition of the Xuefengling cassiterite analyzed by EMPA (wt% )
nES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
TiO, 0.13 0.15 0.17 0.19 0.01 0.16 0.12 0.27 0. 68 0.07 0.12 0.02 0. 06 0.04
MnO 0.00 0.00 0.01 Q.00 0.01 0.03 0.09 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.03
Ta, Os 0.36 0.67 2.21 0.00 0.16 0.50 2.28 1.99 1.12 0.98 0.47 0. 00 1.61 0.09
FeO 0.17 0.17 0.38 0.26 0.02 0.63 1.41 0.31 0.40 0.13 0.28 0.30 0.31 0.23
70, 0.01 0.00 0.05 0.09 0.02 0.16 0.31 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.01
Se, 04 0.21 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0. 00 0.00 0. 00 0.00 0.24 0.00 0. 00 0. 00 0.00
Sn0, 99.27 99.76 96.58 98.39 99.64 96.42 92.02 97.49 97.27 99.27 98.18 98.66 99.21 97.92
Nb, O 0.14 0.17 0.18 0.72 0.04 1.67 3.80 0.39 0.69 0.11 1.04 1.35 0.08 1.20
WO, 0.00 0. 00 0.11 0. 00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.14 0.07 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 100.29 101.04 99.68  99.65 99.9  99.57 100.04 100.54 100.38 100.88 100.17 100.36 101.31 99.53
0 4
T 0.005 0.006 0.007 0.007 0001 0006 0010 0004 0025 0003 0005 0.001 0.002 0 001
Mn 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.002 0.001 0.006 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.002
Ta 0.005 0.009 0.030 0.000 0.002 0.007 0.027 0.031 0.015 0.013 0.006 0.000 0.022 0.001
Fe 0.007 0.007 0.016 0.011 0.000l 0.026 0.013 0.058 0.017 0.005 0.012 0.013 0.013 0.010
Sn 1.964  1.965 1.940 1.964 1.995 1.918 1.940 1.811 1.924 1.957 1.953 1.956 1.960 1.959
Nb 0.003 0.004 0.004 0.016 0.001 0.038 0.009 0.085 0.016 0.002 0.023 0.030 0.002 0.027
w 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.002 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Total 1.984  1.991 1.998 1.998 2.000 1.997 2.001 1.995 1.999 1.981 1.999 2.000 2.000 2.000
Nb +Ta 0.01 0.01 0.03 0. 02 0. 00 0.04 0.04 0.12 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03
Mn+Fe  0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.06 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Ta/Nd+Ta 0.61 0.70 0.388 0. 00 0.73 0.15 0.75 0.27 0.49 0. 84 0.21 0. 00 0.93  0.04
s = 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
TiO, 0.06 0.17 0.12 0.14 0.05 0.11 0.18 0.09 0.25 0.12 0.19 0. 14 0.18
MnO 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.01 Q.00 .02 0.04
Ta, O5 0. 88 0.92 0.41 0.45 0.32 0.29 2.49 0.25 3.08 0.71 0.48 0.47 1. 15
FeO 0.48 0.19 0.18 0.09 0.08 0.05 0.62 0.07 0.80 0.16 0.10 0.15 0.23
7r0,2 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.03 0. 04 0.02 0.00 0.10 0.05 0.02 0.10 0.05
Sc, 04 0. 00 0. 00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0. 00 1.15 0.46 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0. 00
Sn0, 97.23 99. 20 99. 69 98. 41 99. 51 98.18 91.74 98.26  90.97 99. 48 99.34  98.31 98. 56
Nb, O 1.38 0.09 0.48 0.09 0.19 0.04 0.58 0.04 0.97 0.25 0.15 0.46 0.00
WO, 0.03 0. 00 0.00 0.00 0. 00 0. 00 0.00 0.00 0.27 0. 00 0.00 0. 00 0.05
Total 100.15 100.57 100.86 99.24 100.22 98.71 96. 77 99.16  96.48 100.77 100.28  99.66 100. 24
0] 4
Ti 0.002 0.006 0.004 0.003 0. 005 0.002  0.007 0.003 0.005  0.007 0.010  0.005 0. 607
Mn 0.002  0.000 0.000  0.000 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.000  0.001 0. 000 0. 003 0. 001 0. 002
Ta 0.012 0.013 0. 005 0.000 0.006  0.004 0.034  0.003 0.010  0.007 0. 043 0. 006 0.016
Fe 0.020  0.008 0. 007 0.001 0.004 0.004 0.026 0.003 0.006 0.004 0.035 0. 006 0.010
Sn 1.932 1.971 1.972 1.994 1.981 1.984 1. 830 1.954 1.972 1.978 1. 882 1. 968 1. 965
Nb 0.031 0. 002 0.011 0. 000 0. 002 0. 004 0.013 0. 001 0. 006 0. 003 0.023 0.011 0. 000
W 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 000 0. 004 0. 000 0. 001
Total 1.999  2.000 1. 999 1. 998 2.000  2.000 1.911 1.964  2.000 1.999 2. 000 1. 997 2.001
Nb + Ta 0.04 0.01 0.02 0. 00 0.01 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.07 0.02 0.02
Mn + Fe 0.02 0.01 0.01 0. 00 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.04 Q.01 0.01
Ta/Nd+Ta  0.28 0.86 0.34 0.00 0.75 0. 56 0.72 0.80 0.63 0. 66 0. 66 0.38 1. 00
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