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Abstract: The Aoyitake gabbro, which intruded plagioclase granite and tonalite, yielded in the Aoyitake ductile
shear belt between the Tarim and North Kunlun blocks. Petrographic features, whole-rock major and trace element
compositions, and zircon U-Pb ages are reported for the gabbro in this paper. The Aoyitake gabbro has classical
igneous textures with large plagioclase crystals, which indicate a slow cooling history. High Mg" values (66 to 68)

indicate that the gabbro may be derived from a hybrid source comprising mantle material and fluids from the
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melting of a subducted oceanic plate. The zircon U-Pb dating yielded an age of 206.5 + 3.2 Ma for the gabbros. In

the tectonic discrimination diagram, the Aoyitake gabbros plot in the IAT region and within the Continental

Arc-type field on the zircon U/Yb-Nb/Yb diagram. Combined with previous research on tectonic evolution of west

Kunlun block, we suggest that the subduction of Paleo-Tethys oceanic plate led to melting of lithospheric mantle

by dehydration melting. The gabbro exposed in Aoyitake were probably formed by partial melting of the

lithospheric mantle, triggered by the Paleo-Tethys oceanic crust slab subduction northward and magma upwelling

in the Aoyitake back-arc basin. Our results also show that the west Kunlun area had still existed in the oceanic

crust of the Paleo-Tethys until 206 Ma. This provides new data on the time of the closure of the Paleo-Tethys

ocean and the orogeny of the Kunlun mountains. The closure time of the Paleo-Tethys ocean was no later than

206 Ma, and the timing of the west Kunlun large-scale orogeny was no earlier than 206 Ma.

Key words: gabbros; zircon U-Pb dating; island arc tholeiitic series; paleo-tethys ocean; oceanic crust subduction
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Fig.1 Sketch of the tectonic units of west Kunlun and the location of the Aoyitake (a) and geological map of the Aoyitake

gabbro body (b)
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Fig.2 Field photo and photomicrographs of the Aoyitake gabbro
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Table 1 Major and trace compositions of the gabbro from the Aoyitake, Xinjiang

o) AYTK- AYTK- AYTK- AYTK- AYTK- ) AYTK- AYTK- AYTK- AYTK- AYTK-
16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4 16-5 16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4 16-5
SiO, 49.57 50.58 49.57 51.32 49.82 Zr 58.3 51.2 47.6 54.6 45.4
TiO, 0.84 0.84 0.76 0.71 0.72 Nb 0.99 1.58 0.83 1.20 0.81
Al,O3 15.99 16.68 15.88 16.73 16.64 Cs 0.13 0.08 0.11 0.12 0.13
Fe,03 8.35 6.97 8.15 6.84 7.84 Ba 40.6 53.0 33.8 70.4 453
MnO 0.18 0.19 0.19 0.18 0.18 La 2.13 2.15 1.95 2.43 2.00
MgO 8.31 7.54 8.84 7.27 8.08 Ce 6.52 6.11 5.83 6.52 5.93
CaO 11.11 11.17 10.97 10.83 10.89 Pr 1.11 0.99 0.98 1.01 1.01
Na,O 2.58 3.19 2.72 3.30 2.87 Nd 6.03 5.02 5.28 5.07 5.38
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pems  AYTK-  AYTK-  AYTK-  AYTK-  AYTK- b AYTK- AYTK- AYTK-  AYTK-  AYTK-
16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4 16-5 16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4 16-5
K20 0.22 031 0.16 0.41 0.24 Sm 2.04 1.60 1.84 1.60 1.85
P,05 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.06 Eu 0.85 0.63 0.77 0.63 0.81
Bedelt 239 2.05 2.33 1.98 2.28 Gd 2.74 2.02 2.48 2.04 245
B 99.61 99.60 99.63 99.62 99.62 Tb 0.50 0.38 0.46 0.37 0.46
Mg* 66.35 68.21 68.25 67.78 67.14 Dy 3.63 2.69 3.30 2.62 3.25
Sc 29.8 6.78 30.0 24.6 29.1 Ho 0.79 0.58 0.72 0.56 0.71
Ti 5395 5335 4827 4377 4203 Er 221 1.58 2.01 1.53 1.99
v 206 192 198 201 184 Tm 0.33 0.23 0.30 0.22 0.29
Cr 268 301 279 332 250 Yb 2.08 1.43 1.90 1.36 1.86
Mn 1437 1404 1467 1422 1419 Lu 0.32 0.21 0.28 0.20 0.29
Co 417 31.4 419 29.5 38.5 Hf 1.55 1.47 1.34 1.57 1.25
Ni 103 85.0 103 83.1 96.3 Ta 0.08 0.13 0.07 0.10 0.06
Cu 59.6 11.8 23.9 11.9 33.9 Pb 0.72 0.68 0.71 0.82 0.54
Zn 55.4 56.3 59.1 54.3 53.3 Th 0.16 0.46 0.14 0.65 0.21
Ga 14.8 13.9 14.0 13.3 14.6 U 0.07 0.25 0.06 0.27 0.08
Ge 2.12 1.70 2.14 1.93 1.97 SEu 1.10 1.07 1.10 1.07 1.16
Rb 3.19 3.02 221 4.20 3.39 Lan/Yby 0.74 1.08 0.74 1.28 0.77
Sr 164 151 157 135 161 LREE/HREE 148 1.81 1.45 1.94 1.50
Y 20.1 8.90 18.0 9.50 18.3 SREE 313 25.6 28.1 26.2 28.3

TE: Mg'=100x(MgO/40.3044)/(MgO/40.3044+2xFe,05/159.6882).,

FERES ) R R TR AR A A K A1 TAS 1)
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4.2 WETEMBRLFFE

W 1) ok B e R D L b A 2 £ ke o [
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Y fistH, i La, Ce. Th, Nb, Zr. P. Ti % &Y
SRIGCER . AN KPS X % ((normal mid-ocean ridge
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THESER TR M ER TR,

KEFRA TR TR T A G 5, 1
Y JC AN 5y 32 B AR AR, v LU 3 9 sk
2T R R IB TR X {5 2. (Rollinson, 2014). {#(#&7T
# N-MORB #Fr#fEfb E i s (K] 4b), MK ATREE
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Yb, DLN A ARFREER Ti f P S, HAT I Ay
Nb-Ta . K& T3 AICE AT R MR
SEPERTTE Nb-Ta Kb & Az 547 (13 R i it JC R e 3 Y

TGN R, AR AR A T
(%) 1 2 AT b 0 5 i A RS Ja R, Nb, Ta 555537
SRIC R AH LK B F R A TR MM Lo R AR A
VR ARG, DT UE T 8% B AH T, Sk TR (0 R
F#iE(Hole et al., 1984; Thompson et al., 1984; Sun
and McDonugh, 1989), X hj i 5 3% 5 2 1) A S A fy
YRR BHE R % (Winter, 2013), 18 % K 25 1B
AR 54RO IR A G
43 WL RMBKUFEEFE

MERE IR Lo R BB A K (R 1), ZREE
TE 25.6x10°~31.3x10°° Z 0], & ERRIB A 10 542
o (La/Yb)y AT 0.74~1.28 Z[H], LREE/HREE
Hh 1.45~1.94, RVPAERKILFIRA KA B ER L1
435 8Bu HA 1.07~1.16, ARMAY Eu IERH, X
SRR A T RHS A A C, [FIBF B A S 45
m A FAE 5 . Nb/Ta HL{EFE 11.9~13.5 Z 6], W&
& TR 4h 08 20 1, Zr/HE FUAETE 34.8~37.6 Z [H], Fi
JiL G i 2 K SO [R] (Nb/Ta=17; Zr/Hf=36) (Sun
and McDonugh, 1989). 7£ Fi - 70 2 3k ki 1 A1 4 1
FRTE 43 il 26 i v B AR R R B (8 5), Bt
WG i, s O, B TR, BRI
N-MORB(Sun and McDonugh, 1989; McDonough and
Sun, 1995),
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Fig.3 TAS classification diagram of the Aoyitake gabbro (a) and the classification diagram of the magma series (b)
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Fig.5 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of the Aoyitake
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AWM Eu IES%, 5 N-MORB AH{l(Sun and
McDonugh, 1989), [ B3 5 X 0] G855 75 A Rl e
¥, TEMEEITE N-MORB #RifE LBl fi#H, Nb. Ta
T, RETFEATRMMEE, &FmocE Xt
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#® 2 BUKIETRIEKSE LA-ICP-MS 7 U-Pb Fi# 45 R
Table 2 Results from LA-ICP-MS zircon U-Pb dating of the gabbro from the Aoyitake
. HHR(<107) 2 A AFi (Ma)
Wi Th/U
Th U Pbow Pb*Pb 1o PbAPU 1o PbAPU 1o PbAU 1o PPHAPU o
AYTK-25-1 371 775 048 3339  0.05281 0.00405  0.21839 0.01279  0.03204  0.00072 201 11 203 4
AYTK-25-3 574 1312 0.44 5556  0.04871 0.00283  0.21351 0.01003  0.03268  0.00064 196 8 207 4
AYTK-25-4 748 1742 043 7445  0.04691 0.00224  0.21365 0.00887  0.03317  0.00063 197 7 210 4
AYTK-25-5 490 943  0.52 4566 0.05039  0.00443  0.21411 0.01078  0.03267  0.00089 197 9 207 6
AYTK-25-8 1216 1259 097 61.00 0.04991 0.00326  0.20266  0.00928  0.02990  0.00071 187 8 190 4
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M5

SHEE(x107%)

Th/U

[ Hef

AR (Ma)

Th

U

Pboa  2""Pb/*°Pb

lo

207Pb/235U o

206Pb/238U

lo

207Pb/235U

lo

206Pb/238U

lo

AYTK-25-9
AYTK-25-10
AYTK-25-11
AYTK-25-12
AYTK-25-13
AYTK-25-15
AYTK-25-16
AYTK-25-17
AYTK-25-18
AYTK-25-19
AYTK-25-20
AYTK-25-21
AYTK-25-22
AYTK-25-23
AYTK-25-24
AYTK-25-25

1585
1059
988
410
342
746
386
498
380
747
729
314
402
345
970
1482

3380
1871
1559
789
767
1700
717
798
639
867
1466
647
835
663
1252
2557

0.47
0.57
0.63
0.52
0.45
0.44
0.54
0.62
0.60
0.86
0.50
0.48
0.48
0.52
0.77
0.58

137.0
85.98
71.78
35.92
33.06
74.92
30.60
34.02
27.94
37.70
59.79
27.54
33.94
29.47
57.55
113.7

0.04732
0.04773
0.05105
0.05012
0.04973
0.04609
0.05010
0.04785
0.05000
0.05100
0.04914
0.05317
0.05114
0.05453
0.05119
0.05046

0.00172
0.00207
0.00242
0.00227
0.00301
0.00178
0.00229
0.00222
0.00220
0.00205
0.00174
0.00217
0.00202
0.00221
0.00186
0.00171

0.21000
0.23507
0.24723
0.24023
0.23620
0.22376
0.22135
0.21314
0.22917
0.22575
0.21641
0.24315
0.22705
0.25314
0.23252
0.23988

0.00744
0.01037
0.01330
0.01039
0.01507
0.00955
0.01014
0.01046
0.01077
0.00987
0.00789
0.01023
0.00935
0.01051
0.00811
0.00857

0.03105
0.03447
0.03366
0.03447
0.03319
0.03446
0.03175
0.03170
0.03273
0.03190
0.03174
0.03311
0.03214
0.03411
0.03286
0.03401

0.00040
0.00060
0.00064
0.00063
0.00071
0.00072
0.00047
0.00047
0.00051
0.00052
0.00040
0.00049
0.00057
0.00078
0.00043
0.00054

194
214
224
219
215
205
203
196
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207
199
221
208
229
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218
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197
218
213
218
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204
216
208
216
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Table 3 Zircon trace elements data for the gabbros from the Aoyitake, Xinjiang

M5

Ti Y

Nb

La

Ce Pr

Nd Sm

Eu

Gd Tb

Dy Ho

Er Tm

Yb Lu

Hf Ta

Th

U JSEu

5Ce

AYTK-25-1
AYTK-25-3
AYTK-25-4
AYTK-25-5
AYTK-25-8
AYTK-25-9
AYTK-25-10
AYTK-25-11
AYTK-25-12
AYTK-25-13
AYTK-25-15
AYTK-25-16
AYTK-25-17
AYTK-25-18
AYTK-25-19
AYTK-25-20
AYTK-25-21
AYTK-25-22
AYTK-25-23
AYTK-25-24

AYTK-25-25

490 644
7.73 1097
7.69 1168
542 759
14.8 960
8.99 1521
9.37 1729
12.4 1222
4.82 725
8.63 678
7.36 965
5.33 675
8.11 653
4.17 585
7.98 808
24.6 1119
6.95 565
5.52 738
5.62 595
9.76 1126

53.1 895

1.50
424
4.53
2.78
4.77
6.90
5.46
445
1.83
143
4.02
1.38
1.76
1.50
2.53
3.66
1.29
1.68
1.54
3.34

5.74

0.06
0.09
0.00
0.00
0.06
0.03
0.01
0.06
0.08
0.00
0.00
0.05
0.03
0.13
0.18
0.06
0.02
0.07
0.06
0.08

0.02

8.76 0.62
11.1 0.13
11.9 0.10
7.37 0.11
222 094
179 0.19
17.0 0.14
142 0.31
7.93 0.42
6.23 0.32
11.6 0.07
7.46 0.34
8.53 0.36
7.94 0.65
16.9 1.62
11.5 0.14
5.35 0.15
8.39 0.53
8.09 0.60
16.3 0.72

14.8 0.14

10.0 899 3.68 252 6.26

1.70 3.31
1.48 3.58
1.94 3.43
16.5 22.0
2.74 6.38
236 5.59
5.13 8.28
6.99 9.12
434 557
1.53 3.14
521 747
590 8.82
794 10.2
229 219
2.10 4.47
223 411
6.98 8.78
6.64 8.40
11.7 15.5

2.09 4.39

1.63 21.5 7.56

1.52 244 7.90

1.83 233 6.74

7.62 573 127

241 337 11.0

2.60 38.7 129

3.85 418 11.7

3.51 272 6.93

261 213 581

18.0 6.45

3.05 234 6.36

371 29.7 7.18

4.13 274 6.76

7.98 50.2 10.7

226 28.6 9.00

2.04

16.1 4.78

346 29.0 7.54

3.68 26.1 6.66

6.55 52.1 129

1.79 20.8 6.80

634 223
91.7 36.3
98.8 38.1
747 26.2
116 34.9
130 49.8
152 59.9
120 41.6
70.5 24.8
62.4 22.6
76.9 31.6
66.0 23.5
70.5 229
63.5 20.2
955 289
103 37.8
52.1 19.5
76.5 25.3
61.4 20.7
125 39.0

74.7 29.3

933 18.6
168 36.7
176 383
104 20.7
126 224
224 499
267 559
166 32.6
102 18.8
98.3 18.7
147 32.6
97.4 19.5
89.1 16.3
81.0 14.7
103 18.1

160 32.5

150 28.4

131 285

178 333
357 76.0
366 78.3
172 31.0
181 294
493 106
532 112
294 54.5
161 30.9
164 31.0
329 724
173 33.1
131 23.6
124 222
144 24.7
302 59.7
143 272
181 333
139 235
247 434

286 59.1

7437 0.46
8370 1.33
9100 1.57
6785 0.85
6539 1.18
11019 2.85
8708 1.45
7945 1.24
6988 0.40
7070 0.57
9203 1.47
7417 0.49
6950 0.68
7193 0.53
7141 0.55
8463 1.13
7006 0.49
7413 0.60
6603 0.50
7326 0.92

9119 2.49

371
574
748
490
1216
1585
1059
988
410
342
746
386
498
380
747
729
314
402
345
970

1482

775 0.70
1312 0.45
1742 0.37
943 0.46
1259 0.62
3380 0.40
1871 0.40
1559 0.52
789 0.63
767 0.64
1700 0.48
717 0.65
798 0.63
638 0.71
867 0.71
1466 0.46
647 0.67
834 0.60
663 0.70
1252 0.64

2557 0.48

4.20
20.6
36.8
21.8
7.18
28.1

36.2

5.50
6.10
49.5
6.46
7.04

3.52

224
10.8
4.63
4.04
6.71

30.2

IE: 8Eu=Eun/(SmyxGdy) ", 8Ce=Cen/(LanxPry)"?,
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