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Occurrence and distribution of organophosphate esters flame
retardants/ plasticizers in the sludge from municipal wastewater
treatment plants in Shanghai

XU Liang'*  HU Qiongpu'? . LIU Jing' ZENG Xiangying'™* YU Zhigiang'
(1. Guangzhou Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, State Key Laboratory of Organic
Geochemistry, Guangdong Provincial Key Laboratory of Environmental Protection and Resources Utilization

Guangzhouy, 510640, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100049, China)

Abstract; Occurrence and distribution of 8 widely used organophosphates esters ( OPs) flame
retardants/ plasticizes were investigated in 12 sludge samples collected from the municipal wastewater
treatment plants in Shanghai. These samples were pretreated via ultrasonic-assisted extraction, and
separated via selid — phase extraction, subsequently analyzed by gas chromatography-mass
spectrometry.Total concentrations of OPs ranged from 138 ng-g™' to 778 ng-g™' dry weight (mean at
297 ng-g™') in the sludges, with tris(2-chloroiso-propyl) phosphate, triphenyl phosphate, and tris
(2-chloroethyl) phosphate (TCEP) as the dominant compounds, and their concentrations varied in
the range of LOD—206 ng-g™', 8.82—52.9 ng-g ' and 7.12—65.7 ng- g™, respectively. The
results indicated that OPs originated mainly from domestic sewage and industrial wastewater. Due to

its obvious toxicities and strong persistency, TCEP was replaced by TCPP in European and USA.
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This compound was detected in all the sludge samples in the present study, which suggests that
TCEP might be from past residue or still in use in the studied region.

Keywords : organophosphates esters, flame retardants/plasticizers, sludge, Shanghai.

A LIRS ( Organophosphate esters, OPs) J2& H FilH F Y — A8 B BT, FL (L (14 BELAZR A4 0 A
JEME e LT/ FL AR UL DTGV SR A/ S A T BT A, OPs LA DA Tl
S IR QRO TR SR AR B A VAR BELAR) ( PBDES ) 11455 IR AR A 45, A7 LA R IR BELIA 55
JCh R AR, P T R AR EE T AR RREEA T Y 43 A A A DX, 35 KO S
BN IA S AR IR A HUBERR IR 15 Y 43 A7 5 R BV W5 | 1 AR B 22 14 SG T B A WF S 9 TR
A BRI 51 A BRI 46— BERIA D 2 B3 A e R ) BELJR T, G AP R R PRI B 28 T i U R Y
PBDEs"" . HHT, C A £ 4 SCHRFEI S8 HR T PR 4311 15 5 AR 7 I HEA T 7 PR R gk =

tER P na Y G st iboR S Ll i a7/ IS R SR INE N I [ Ga st 7/03 A LN v S e S TR IREE S 7/ D&
A RS YW AP B Y BT ST R 15 AR 23 S S5 0 v S 20 ME R 5 e O )
8 I Y A R A B 5 e B0 AL B b 2 S BUR I ™ E s g O T RO e kA
BT AR R BRIE K R B H RS S, 4 BOD  COD Rk 17 0REAT: | Xof 55 438 #2420 1) 25 B s R i
AT R, JEHR K P 5 A R e i A LTS e AR TS K AL B B TR 75 K 5 Ak 3R A DL 5 A
JBC, TG 7K F A 2 5 24 0 WU e e 40 HE 95 908, 236 i P Ao ) A LTS e M g A A 2 T i LA R
900 R DR N B A BT T U8 R S Al P 1 K S A R R D AT AR 1 X R b iz A
R INNEE SN2 S

IO TARAT =AM N i, R EE E L5 B NEa L, 20 Aok, N TR
IKFNAE 5 15 K HERGE AR 0, SR 757K A B LG B A Ak B8 A s, {ELR (814595 K/ BT K HEE 48
2 R = AR KB H 7™ T 1 PR 565 YL B 25 ) 5 ) 1 A B R

ARWFFEAE XS b T BTG K SIS e R OPs B & i 5 0 AT 5¢ , 125 0P Al B i i X A
WU e T BAR N5 e K, 020 0 A 2% 7 BT /K A B 2353 BE i A i35 e, LU O A G A
FRE DA 5 W ELAASR) A 0 P S A LB A BRI S At S i 5

1 #ES 7 ( Materials and methods)

1.1 FESCREE S SR

KAE BT 12 S8 BOE KA 3 AR U8, —20 SCARTE. 275 7K T 15 K 4, H AL B 95 7K b
BT AR s BWEE 1. CBEW T 5 E R a2 7], BRI F 22 [ Burdick&Jackson 23 &), P 1F
CGE R C I Y TF A Merck 28 8], FirA7 iR 3 o € 1 4 8 i K A T 450 ELEE R} 22 A A A BR AN A
Al 7K 5 FH 2R B PR A 18.2 Q- em; Oasis HLB (200 mg, 6 mL) [EAHAE U/ NE I T 38 [ Waters 23 7
2300T # P U T i 2R A A AR A RS 7] ; Anke-GL-10B B DML T2 R4S

8 FiA HLIEFR AR I i WA T 36 [ Sigam-Aldrich 23 ], 138 = N IEBERR IR (TPrP, 46 99% , F[A)) |
=T IEEEBEAR (TBP,99% ) . = T A5 L IEWE R IR ( TBEP ,94% ) | = K ZEBEWEFR (TPhP ,99% ) , = H 2K 5k
BERRTR (TTP,90% ) , LA K 3 Rl ARBERR IR , —-(2-S & 58 BEFRTE (TCEP,99% ) | —-( 1-58-2-TN 58 ) W iR
Fii (TCPP,99.5%) Fl1 =-(1,3- 55+ N &%) BRI (TDCPP,97%) .3 R R Mg MR 45 /- 9 d,,-TBP |
ds-TPHP F1 d,-TCEP I FIiNE K C/D/N Isotopes 28 Fl, WAR7S B 3K (HMB) 1 F 7% [E Ehrenstofer-
Schiifer Bgm-Schlosser SZ56 %S .
1.2 FESLALER

15 URRE S H AR A Y BB A R A © 2 B N7 A4 i e LR R AR Y5 R
F R VR TR IS HHE T 60 H U, AR U8 FORAIR R AF MERR PRI 0.2 ¢ TT5 TR E T 50 mL RIWE L
WP A 200 ng [FICRSE /R Y, %22 2 YO 20 mL PIER#E S A EL 30 min, 3000 r-min™' #.0> 10 min
FHC W T 20 mL 20 /7K (1/3) A € H 30 min, [FRE S B ORI EIHW, &0 12 S WOE &
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P50 S W /7K (1:99) . Fr 15 42 U B 28 KO & R A 45 30 Oasis HLB /A, 458 il 3 3 5—
10 mL-min™", 5¢ B ARG 3 mL HEE/ZK (1 :99) Yei /N ml RE SR B8 1 T P04 5, 28 T/ hkE
7 mLZR ZBRUERE R B AR E AP R AE AR TR E IR T, HIEC HEE A 2 200 wL A PR
FSHEE RE GC-MS 73T

R T5KALBTHRLE R

Table 1 Information of the studied wastewater treatment plants

Tk Ab ) H Ab X 10% /1 A TG V5K H Bl % R4 N Fx10*/ A FEART Y
w1 3.65 100 39 IR U4
w2 5.67 100 25 IRAR B4R B4
w3 3.11 100 80 PRSI
W4 5.56 20 5 R W R R
w5 3.5 50 22 PRER -l SR - AR
w6 1.96 25 12 5 PES T
w7 0.93 90 4 R AR - A 04
w8 34.43 60 70 JrAtt =T S e
w9 10.04 70 20 I PETS I
W10 149.67 70 293 2 — Al
W11 7.47 90 33 I PETS I
W12 5.05 80 15 WEPETS e

1.3 XER5HT

AR A W 14 7 M 22 18 40 B 38 38 5 vt 2010GC-MS 58 i, 8, 3% FE 4 TG-5MS (30 mx0.25 mm X
0.25 wm,Thermo Scientific) .EI i ,%?/ﬁﬂfﬁ 220 C ,ﬁ# A48 YR 43531 8 290 °C #1300 °C . A%y
TR R R 1wl BRSNS, WK domL smin” THRFRFE H .70 CAREE 2 min, LL 10 C-min™' F
% 160 °C, LA 5 Comin”' FHE 305 °C, £ 15 min.

1.4 FraE S il

T E NI 25070 OPs, i /D sz 56 % 18 5 T4, 76 5250 20 B by SR ™ 1) 428 il 16 . 52
025 AT 1) 3% 395 4 4 AR TR B DR R R WA, KU R 1 SR /KR 2 B /K ol 6T I F S i b 450 C Y
BE 4 b, P 6 P PR AR O O e 37 U8 3 U 7 2K i Ak e 7 P R D 5 4 SR ik, T
Dok H ZE IR R S

TAC il A 230 2 PR O s O, 3 SR TEARE 7 UK, AR AR AT ME IR 25 (SD) T 45 6 B AR A I B
(LOD) A 1.53=12.8 ng-mL ' ; AHX AR 1EM 25 (RSD) 4 1.919%—8.59% , & BN 5 HAT R 4f i fae Pk &
RIF UG SEBREE ST ET, S Ao i, 5 00— K 13 22 /N 15% J7 vl 9EA T SE B i o3 BT ZE AR F 58
B FRE S P AR F AR A I BR 3458 SCh LOD.

FEAT BTt R SR A% A I e ORI i s R e, A 25 FURE S AR, n=3) 25 FUINAR (I A
HmA 8 i OPs HAREL A 100 ng,n=3) JEB AR (FEBUS 5 Je LB A 8 # OPs Hirfb &4
100 ng,n=3) LA K BEHLESER 4 DEHIEH (n=4) 78 3 D2 HFE S 494G R 8 TCEP (<LOD) ,2 4
HAEA T TCPP Fl TBEP KT A I BR. e A+ i &R A 100 ng [BIBCRFE /R Y, 45 R WoR d,,-TBP |
d,s-TPhP Fll d,,-TCEP [BICR 53518 85.9% 95.2%F1 118% , i il 22 34 < 15% , M X br i fiw 22 (RSD) 43
SR 7.03% 11.7% F1 12.1%. JeAb, 25 /B FUNAR (n=6) B Fs LG W R 64.1% +3.92%—
118%+4.74% A 5% 45 5 36 W1 52 50 45 08 R 40 () E B 14 A e k.

2 5 R 5118 (Results and discussion)

2.1 BiETEG KA H OPs 198 &K
ARSI TR RE S T OPs MR BEACE R W3 2. \38 2 haT LIE 1, A RE S h ks T 8 Ff OPs
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HFR b A9, L EHEE (X OPs) {u Sl 138—778 ng-g ™' W BE /K V- 25 SR, A BURFIE AN S AH ) AE 58
ARG AKRIRATG IR (W1 W2 Fl W3) i Y OPs & KRB0 Y, HYEH Y 138—229 ng-g™", HEHEN,
JE B H AT T T R B SUMRL A B A LM H AS IN OPs S R BR R  T
MRS KPR B, A FE o TP SR FRMBE (< LOD ) , TBP 1 TBEP 5 3 i [l 43 51 4y
LOD—161 ng-g ' (#4{H N 68.9 ng-g™') Fl LOD—654 ng-g ' (YI(EH A 196 ng-g™") ; B Fh 5 IEHE R G TPhP
I TTP S50 8.82—52.9 ng- g (H4J{H 26.5 ng+g™") 1 LOD—140 ng-g™' (HI{H K 46.8 ng-g™').3 Ff
FACHERREE TCEP  TCPP Ml TDCPP & 3t [ 43 5 hy 7.12—65.7 ng - g™ (1A 23.4 ng-g™') \LOD—
206 ng-g ' (H{E 68.1 ng-g™') Fl LOD—82.2 ng-g ' (Ml 29.8 ng-g™') . T M % (>LOD) FIiLA Y
BIEHWT, LifET5 R TCPP TPhP Al TCEP J& 2135 Yed). 1Ak, 45 OP S A i i {8 H B AS [A) 75 e i
fn BN, W ARER 90% A G 157K DL K 10% Tk % /K HAE b TBEP (654 ng- g™ ) 35 & F HAHE
it B A T T K A, R RE S B AT AR K X3 P AR 6 T B K HE B 6 W4 B i B TBP
(161 ng-g ") 5 T HAVES , WO F1 W12 £ 5 TCEP R 85 T HAYKE i F 58 45 SR 8o e 1A A TR
PR HIOR IR, 75 7K Ak BT 25 D S Ak A W A B B0 M Bt 35 T vh OPs & i 43 A b A K [ 72 1

= 11,19-20
AR 1

x2  EHBOS KL AMES T OPs & 540 (ngeg ")

Table 2 Concentrations and distribution of OPs in sludge from municipal wastewater tréatment plants in Shanghai

TPrP TBP TBEP TCEP TCPP TDCPP TPhP TTP
Wi LOD 37.6 99.0 9.90 LOD 26.3 24.8 LOD
w2 LOD 40.2 93.1 21.6 47.1 18.6 8.82 LOD
W3 LOD 64.2 LOD 14.9 27.5 9.50 22.0 LOD
w4 LOD 161.0 LOD 11.6 39.2 58.5 29.5 40.1
w5 LOD LOD 202 7.12 36.7 23.3 35.5 24.0
w6 LOD 64.7 LOD 10.3 36.7 LOD 23.1 13.0
w7 LOD 49.9 5916 14.1 28.1 21.8 16.2 LOD
w8 LOD LOD LOD 22.7 108 10.8 13.8 LOD
w9 LOD LOD LOD 65.7 206 26.5 52.9 140

w10 LOD LOD LOD 17.9 55.7 23.9 52.7 17.1
Wil LOD LOD 654 25.0 54.8 26.0 18.3 LOD
w12 LOD 64.4 67.3 60.4 109 82.2 19.8 LOD

F-HMH 68.9 195.8 23.4 68.1 29.8 26.5 46.8

1E: LOD AR TR,

FEAS ARG Y BE 9 R e B 19 H AR & A 58 A R], TS iF o8 25 R 48 OPs 6 7 i 5 4 R AIE
WASARIR], PGS AN RIS Z ] 5% B P iy >k 17— 1 RIUE. AE AT DUAR 48 25 SRR OP % 400 20 4 iy
A MK OPs 15 427K LA S AR 40, AL 35 e, 12 B OPs & &ya [ 204—4101 ng-¢™', LA =
SEEEERERRIE ( TEHP) \TBEP (6.3—281.4 ng-g') Ml TTP(3.70—3550 ng-g ') N EE 5yt i Eg &
AHMETS YR B 6 Bl OPs 5 4 5 [l 38.6—508 ng - g”', A TCEP (2.50—203 ng-g').TCPP (6.70—
181 ng-g ') Fl TBEP (1.60—383 ng-g™') N T Ei5 4™ ; i Bk = £ 1 X ANIETS PR 7 Ff OPs (96.7—
1312.9 ng-g™') 125045 , LA TBEP(25.10—783.70 ng-g' ) #il TPhP ( LOD—656.7 ng-g™") N FE )75 4
P Fu SERIFSE T 4 S R Y 36 A3k 64 AT BTG K AR BT AN HETS U8 OPs B K (43.9—
2160 ng-g™") , G4 R BRIS IR 11 Fl OPs 15 243 GDP /KPS 808 IEM O P Bk =FM) 25
TBEANFE R OPs 19 Tolk Ak, HASFE3R 775 U OPs 288 3 19 Tk HEBCRRAE , WAl A7l Tolk,
JEKHR TBP % 2 ik 804.9 ng - ¢!, LT/ G/ IR EF AL = R K FEOS b & & 210 TTP
(265 ng-g™") , LR/ B4 AL P2 R K FR s A TPhP ) BT Al Bk % 5 18 o i LA B A Al R /K i A S 88t
FEIGURREA T TTP 38 5 (3550 ng-g ') L5 B AR ki i BUIS /K ) 4G I OPs S 54
WZIEZ N R, fE— R LTI 45 at S 20 Z R RAETE K Sk bR, 54575 7K
15 KRR T5 KA EE T2 MRj55 A E1 447 DL A& Py BRAR I o 45 PR 3R K.
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AFIEZI5 I OPs & & 540 A A7 1 35 25 55 il 40, 7 B 75 e vh X OPs 11 75 =75 Fl oy 620—
6900 ng-g™' ) Hrf TCPP(61—1900 ng-g™") Al TBEP (39—850 ng-g ") J&:f5r = E 4 45 1 4 [ ¥ e
TCPP (1000—20000 ng-g™") ¥ &t i & 5 T A5 45 (LOD—109 ng-g™") ;X 4 OPs A [H] # 4Ai #iL
AR REIH K T BAT AR A [m) X/ 6 G AN [v] JFH A DG RRSE i H AR 4 [ % 562k I OPs X PBDES,
I HFREE A BTrh OPs & 5805, ££ 28T PBDEs % i ; BAMN ] [ 58/ 3 DX PR 97 KR HEAS [] LA B fifi 1T >
PR, 7= 5 b OPs BRI AR R AA N & ¥ 22 5, BB/ B OPs & & 5 40 1 1Y
%ﬁ[l&ﬂ-ﬂ]'

2.2 LTTECE KA OPs 43 A B 5 e R IR
TGURFER T OPs MILLL i NP 1 7R AL 1 AT LA Y, 4575 Tk i o OPs 21 B xR A [H].

E TCEP B TCPP TDCPP @ TPhP O TBEP O TTP
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Fig.1 Congener Profile of OPs in/sludge from municipal wastewater treatment plants in Shanghai

TE R 15 8 K R [ & K SE ) 380 5 58 OPs, 76 4 ARG 15 /K R IR KI5 Je H (W8 W9 W10
1 W12)Cl-OPs i 3 OPs 50% kL |-, Hidr W8 1 C1-OPs #5535 91%, FE 5 T HAE N b &/
TCPP (108 ng-g ') .IAh, WO AL ST W12 KE5 o TCEP (43314 65.7 ng-g ' F1 60.4 ng-g ") W EH 5, 5
TFER=M(7.1—174 ng-g ") BT L 5 (LOD—208 ng-g™") A1 5 V5 I8 (2.50—203 ng-g ") FE fih
TCEP & """ TCEP M N BRHAFIYE PVC PUF DL KR ER AT R 732 (8, {5 R T 2L 3 A B ek i
W B 25 [ ) 2225 T TCEP % FHH [ R 9 TCPP B3 1 AT 12 15 IR 39K Y TCEP 434, 45 S 3
WA 10 T o R BT TCEP 5% B 52, sl# 415 A TCEP i . PRAZH AH SS9 b | 76 3R [ 2
A DL GR IS TCEP A7 A 5 i P b Tl S 5 A Al 5 AR 5 A 5 S A R
oA AR TR H RS K1 OPs, Hodh PVC 5548 TCEP & 2 5 35 170342806 ng-g™ ', 2%
FAESE T I E BRI T3 b TECP 475 A2 7= 44 8 Al . TBEP 2 3t b s 1) 25 22 5l 43, oA Ry Bk 76 591
T IFIME A AR IR RS Ve (W1 W2 F1 W3) TBEP A] G5 5 2 vh s df s/ AR B 4R & (A
JL T WL 8 2 R W TBEP (654 ng-g ') 15 X OPs 24 84%, 47 H H WY 5 1) ol HE R AIE.
TDCPP AT 5 5%, BRI 7E — B i A A I Al AR IR BERE S v, TDCPP ARG H A1 23 458 oo {HL 35 e 4
TCPP I, ZEAMFFERE A o TDCPP A 100% 46 1, (A EAE T TCPP , W52 45 55 [ P i H Al 5T 45 SR 2%
AL, — 2 A TS5 ) 5 Sl R T 1 AR 2

TEVS KA PR R b | 22 PR T RE SIS JR Y OPs BV FE R A A AE | AR K IX B HETCUR | 15 7K b
PR B AR AR PR AR B AR K S H, LSO TRE & ik e A g B AL AP 2 L H I g 45 SR o
AR FE AR B TFEIT RIRAMA.

e HAAAS B, TCEP [ TCPP Fil TBEP 7K %5 B2 42K, 43 31124 7000,1200,1100 mg- L™ #L
TSR AL BT 2o ME LA 2e Ak S 1 AT 15 K KR A5 B0k /75 D8 1) 43 B 3 2 8 DA HC /K 375 A B2
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IgK,, S0 PR , 2 T AW 5 b T 3R (9 75 Je Ht TCEP [ TCPP #1 TBEP % &5k, 1] LA , 5o % B /K P11
TCEP (W9 F1 W12) [TCPP(W8) L& TBEP(W11) n] R i V5 /K ) HEROK HE A RL 4475 K A4, % 1 %]
LA ) ) R AN AN 22 3 K HE AT B S B T I BT TR PR L 1 e XU
DR, 1T DXAOK A T OPs 23 VB A 25 XS AT A 5 8 LIS , 7 T Jo ST AL B T 5
R O

3 %518 ( Conclusion)

T 12 ASMHES DR Z A OPs 405, X OPs W BETE N 138—778 ng-g ™", Hirlt, 3515 Yy
& TCPP [ TPhP F1 TCEP , ¥ {4351~ LOD—206 ng-g ' .8.82—52.9 ng-g ' Ml 7.12—65.7 ng-g ' . J&
FRH AR T V5 KRR L B AE AT L Tl K HEE: OPs B 2R .

TCEP HA B & R RN MRE A, 75 IS5 R FH TCPP B AR . FE A58 R ICEP T2 K i
S5 TR DL K oA A A5 AT A B R DG BIF IR 486 2R, T LA & BRPE FR 09 [ P TCEP A5 7 S b B9 45
SRER EEIGR Se r ThA t fulE ] v A XU 45
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