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In-situ U-Th dating of zircons by secondary ion mass spectrometry: A case study
of the volcanic rocks from Tengchong, Yunnan Province
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Abstract: This paper reports a method of in-situ U-Th dating of Quaternary zircons by a CAMECA IMS 1280-HR
Secondary Ion Mass Spectrometer installed at the State Key Laboratory of Isotope Geochemistry, Guangzhou
Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Analytical settings included mass-filtered '°0O beam,
~25 pum diameter spot size, and ~6000 mass resolution. A single electron multiplier collector was used to collect
the related mass peaks with peak-jumping mode. Each analysis was consisted of 35 cycles and a total analytical
time was about 27 minutes. Using zircon Plesovice as an external standard, the measured ratios of (**°Th)/(***U)
for standard zircon 91500 and Qinghu in this study showed a reproducibility of 2.3% and 1.3% and an accuracy of
98.1% and 98.6%, respectively, which stand at a level of what was reported previously. Quaternary zircon crystals
separated from the Dayingshan and Maanshan volcanic rocks at Tengchong, Southwest China, were analyzed in
this study and yielded the isochron ages of (84.1+9.2) ka (26, MSWD = 2.9) and (85.6+£7.6) ka (20, MSWD = 2.1),
respectively. These results show an excellent agreement with previous data, and indicate that the method is
successfully established.
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Table I Run table for zircon U-Th analysis by Cameca IMS 1280-HR
() (s) (s)
1 203.806 %7r,'%0", 2Pb* 2 1
2 203.973 204pp* 1 2
3 205.974 206pp* 1 1
4 207.977 208pp* 1 4
5 243.789 %7r,'°0,", 4 1
6 244.038 1 2
7 245.789 27:"71'°0,", 2'Th'°0" 1 1
8 246.028 BoTh'0* 1 10
9 246.300 1 2
10 248.033 2Th'0* 1 1
11 254.046 Bylio* 1 1
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Table 2 Measured ratios of zircon U-Pb dating standards
208py,*206p,* ls 232160 23816y lo 3'Thy/(*U) ls
Qinghu
0801 0.14067 0.00044 0.40499 0.00041 1.01596 0.01904
0802 0.21103 0.00113 0.61218 0.00276 1.00521 0.02149
0803 0.13939 0.00038 0.40210 0.00021 1.05077 0.01822
0804 0.14117 0.00043 0.40692 0.00045 1.00065 0.01956
0805 0.16209 0.00085 0.46727 0.00182 1.03400 0.02060
0806 0.17868 0.00094 0.54139 0.00332 0.98559 0.02199
0807 0.23300 0.00056 0.67033 0.00060 0.98919 0.01791
0808 0.19439 0.00075 0.56029 0.00207 0.95842 0.01788
0809 0.15862 0.00072 0.45538 0.00116 1.00936 0.02525
1001 0.20878 0.00143 0.60244 0.00346 1.01735 0.03306
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208p,*206py,* lo 282716+ 238516+ s (230Th)/(238U) lo
Qinghu
1002 0.15604 0.00074 0.44969 0.00286 1.00188 0.02705
1003 0.13994 0.00079 0.39974 0.00067 0.98438 0.03685
1004 0.17497 0.00134 0.49068 0.00379 0.99893 0.03370
1005 0.14404 0.00066 0.41553 0.00053 0.99447 0.03122
1101 0.13674 0.00068 0.39682 0.00039 1.03662 0.03361
1102 0.16271 0.00075 0.46457 0.00045 1.00178 0.03406
1103 0.10852 0.00060 0.32625 0.00037 0.99093 0.03347
1104 0.13759 0.00163 0.41403 0.00506 1.06163 0.03946
1105 0.17617 0.00092 0.50905 0.00039 1.06171 0.03716
1106 0.17308 0.00078 0.50223 0.00110 1.02184 0.02194
1107 0.15060 0.00093 0.43630 0.00094 1.00280 0.02857
1108 0.16354 0.00065 0.47356 0.00076 1.01878 0.02116
1109 0.17691 0.00070 0.51465 0.00040 1.04723 0.02130
1110 0.18561 0.00208 0.53390 0.00171 0.97521 0.04853
1111 0.25550 0.00071 0.74036 0.00045 1.07840 0.01853
1112 0.14800 0.00093 0.42749 0.00040 0.98061 0.02986
91500
0801 0.10753 0.00055 0.32628 0.00046 1.03610 0.08031
0802 0.11040 0.00037 0.33309 0.00041 1.04968 0.05505
0803 0.10924 0.00041 0.32924 0.00039 0.98385 0.06059
0804 0.10880 0.00038 0.32918 0.00032 0.98993 0.05509
0805 0.10935 0.00039 0.33031 0.00033 0.97484 0.05562
0806 0.10815 0.00047 0.32634 0.00035 0.92374 0.05765
0807 0.10846 0.00048 0.32908 0.00042 0.91286 0.06337
0808 0.10373 0.00060 0.31048 0.00037 0.99907 0.08016
0809 0.10632 0.00058 0.32391 0.00036 0.89609 0.06656
0810 0.10856 0.00048 0.32909 0.00034 1.07464 0.06724
0811 0.10859 0.00048 0.32919 0.00034 1.05714 0.06756
0812 0.10869 0.00047 0.32569 0.00033 1.12695 0.06733
0813 0.10792 0.00040 0.32742 0.00034 0.98820 0.05706
0814 0.10502 0.00046 0.31581 0.00030 1.04909 0.06371
1401 0.10746 0.00051 0.32638 0.00060 0.98985 0.04908
1402 0.10966 0.00061 0.32939 0.00055 1.04973 0.05609
1403 0.10694 0.00061 0.32629 0.00051 1.02939 0.05616
1404 0.10747 0.00060 0.32805 0.00057 1.03829 0.05876
1405 0.11011 0.00054 0.33039 0.00057 1.03349 0.05178
1406 0.11001 0.00060 0.33651 0.00057 1.06723 0.05899
1407 0.10792 0.00071 0.32531 0.00064 1.01130 0.06728
1408 0.11051 0.00057 0.33258 0.00062 1.06412 0.05633
1409 0.10769 0.00058 0.32711 0.00061 1.03693 0.05641
1410 0.10641 0.00089 0.32505 0.00085 1.02352 0.07137
1411 0.10205 0.00069 0.30391 0.00065 1.07552 0.07083
1412 0.10812 0.00075 0.32822 0.00099 1.05131 0.05931
1413 0.10855 0.00064 0.32725 0.00138 0.99256 0.05516
1414 0.10347 0.00075 0.31339 0.00091 1.05219 0.07154
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Fig.2 Measured (*°Th)/(***U) ratios of zircon U-Pb dating standards (data-piont error symbols are 1c)
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Table 3 U-Th isotope data, concentrations and ages for zircon from volcanoes in Tengchong
**U”Th) 16 3UATh) 1o P'ThA*U) 1o 2463 1o 20Th lo  UD(ug/g) Age®(ka) (+)(ka) (-)(ka)
13TCO6E
01 1.420 0.023 0.979 0.078 0.688 0.056 0 0  5.290E-06 4.195E-07 200 105 60 40
02 3.186 0.052 1.740 0.043 0.546 0016 0 0  9.470E-06 2.302E-07 2878 75 8.5 7.5
03 1.363 0.022 0.989 0.033 0.737 0.027 0 0  5.344E-06 1.757E-07 1046 120 28 23
04 1.594 0.026 1.115 0.072 0.699 0.046 0.053 0.029 6.117E-06 3.830E-07 312 112 47 35
05 1.072 0.018 0.755 0.051 0.705 0.049 0 0  4.077E-06 2.755E-07 271 100 57 41
06 1.425 0.024 0.941 0.048 0.656 0.035 0 0  5.082E-06 2.611E-07 497 93 27 25
07 1.409 0.024 0.998 0.065 0.708 0.048 0 0  5.520E-06 3.441E-07 317 113 52 36
08 0.898 0.015 0.610 0.067 0.678 0.075 0 0 3.294E-06 3.636E-07 123 78 80 56
09 1.181 0.020 0.722 0.060 0.656 0.057 0 0  3.903E-06 3.238E-07 275 69 40 32
10 1.363 0.023 0.952 0.029 0.704 0.024 0.070 0.033 5.226E-06 1.529E-07 1350 107 23 19
11 0.787 0.013 0.568 0.025 0.722 0.034 0 0  3.147E-06 1.332E-07 635 89 46 35
12 1.240 0.020 0.708 0.059 0.571 0.049 0 0  3.827E-06 3.201E-07 198 59 29 24
13 1.206 0.020 0.732 0.047 0.607 0.040 0.119 0.045 4.121E-06 2.434E-07 472 68 26 24
14 0.801 0.014 0.607 0.030 0.757 0040 O 0  3.278E-06 1.633E-07 440 113 69 49
15 1.780 0.029 1.216 0.075 0.683 0.043 0 0  6.729E-06 3.984E-07 426 108 37 31
16 1.308 0.040 0.764 0.058 0.589 0.041 0 0  4.183E-06 3.092E-07 319 68 33 25
17 1.017 0.007 0.695 0.022 0.684 0.023 0 0  3.776E-06 1.204E-07 795 89 21 19
18 1.435 0.011 0.902 0.031 0.620 0.021 0.087 0.033 4.945E-06 1.658E-07 969 82 15 14
19 1.250 0.009 0.736 0.022 0.589 0.018 0 0  3.985E-06 1.189E-07 998 64 12 11
13TC12
01 0.956 0.015 0.667 0.048 0.698 0.052 0 0  3.605E-06 2.615E-07 214 96 49 35
02 1.215 0.020 0.762 0.065 0.625 0.053 0 0  4.117E-06 3.497E-07 199 81 39 28
03 1.454 0.024 0.954 0.056 0.660 0.041 0 0 5.155E-06 3.025E-07 386 95 29 23
04 1.501 0.025 1.018 0.051 0.677 0.036 0 0  5.498E-06 2.777E-07 486 103 26 23
05 0.795 0.013 0.574 0.042 0.706 0.052 0 0  3.136E-06 2.217E-07 228 96 62 38
06 1.319 0.021 0.983 0.065 0.744 0.051 0 0  5.308E-06 3.523E-07 263 127 61 38
07 1.926 0.032 1.295 0.047 0.674 0.027 0 0  7.030E-06 2.522E-07 959 106 18 18
08 2.689 0.045 1.423 0.036 0.530 0.014 0.113 0.042 7.745E-06 1.928E-07 4871 71 7.8 6.9
09 2.065 0.035 1.204 0.086 0.584 0.044 0 0  6.504E-06 4.642E-07 288 80 28 21
10 1.361 0.023 0.897 0.051 0.660 0.039 0 0  4.846E-06 2.735E-07 411 94 27 23
11 1.524 0.025 0.892 0.112 0.590 0.075 0 0  4.820E-06 6.035E-07 138 75 46 34
12 0.722 0.014 0.516 0.032 0.718 0.047 0 0  2.787E-06 1.752E-07 291 87 47 35
13 1.199 0.019 0.817 0.050 0.682 0.043 0 0  4.413E-06 2.706E-07 314 98 34 29
14 0.889 0.014 0.631 0.034 0.710 0.040 0.088 0.036 3.507E-06 1.809E-07 433 97 39 28
15 2.248 0.036 1.332 0.036 0.592 0.018 0.194 0.054 7.307E-06 1.912E-07 2071 84 11 9.2
16 1.110 0.018 0.702 0.042 0.633 0.039 0 0  3.794E-06 2.271E-07 360 79 25 20
17 1.137 0.018 0.867 0.060 0.762 0.054 0 0  4.682E-06 3.231E-07 234 130 70 41
18 1.557 0.026 0.984 0.100 0.630 0.065 0 0  5.318E-06 5.400E-07 125 89 45 34
(D U U ( Plesovice
800 pg/g U ) u ;
2) - ) lo, Zou et al*®  Tucker et al.’”
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