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Dong YH,Xu JF,Zeng QG,Wang Q,Mao GZ and Li J. 2006. Is There a Neo-Tethys’ Subduction Record Earlier than arc
volcanic rocks in the Sangri Group? Acta Petrologica Sinica, 22(3) :661 —668

Abstract Formation of the Tibetan Plateau is related to evolution of Neo-Tethys. It was thought that volcanic rocks in the Sangri
Group were formed in late Jurassic to early Cretaceous, and represented the earliest magmatic record of the Neo-Tethys subduction,
However, there is another volcanic suite called Yeba Formation in the east of the Lhasa block. Eruption of Yeba volcanic rocks was
thought to be earlier than the Sangri Group, but lack of chronological evidence. Zircons from a sample of Yeba Formation lavas were
selected and dated by LAM-ICP-MS, obtaining an age of 174Ma, indicating that Yeba Formation indeed is older than Sangri Group.
In addition, lavas of the Yeba Formation show geochemical characteristics similar to volcanic rocks in an arc or active continental
margin, such as LILEs’ enrichment and HFSEs’ depletion. We conclude that northward subduction of the Neo-Tethys resulted in the
magmatic eruption of the Yaba Formation in early-middle Jurassic. If it is true, the Neo-tethys subduction probably started in early-
middle Jurassic or earlier.
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F= 1 FES X03-53 $55 LAM-ICP-MS M E &R

Table 1 Geochronologic result of sample X03-53’s zircons by LAM-ICP-MS determination

3 U Th 8 207 235 207 206 Q_:m( MB)

BRE (1070 (x10-6) ™Y St v PR 5ph/P8U 27 Ph/*P U 2% Ph/*" Pb
1 313 510 0.61  0.02811 +0.00036 0.21954 +0.00412 0.05666 +0. 00052 179 +2 202 +£3 478 11
2 1259 754 1.67 0.02724 £0.00033 0. 18625 +0. 00288 0. 04959 +0. 00035 173 £2 173 2 176 £10
3 379 505 0.75  0.02803 £0.00035 0.20583 +£0.00360 0.05327 +0.00044 178 £2 190 £3 340 £ 11
4 1798 962 1.87  0.02757 £0.00024 0. 18969 +0. 00710 0. 04990 +0. 00150 175 =1 176 +6 190 £42
5 103 125 0.82  0.02652 +0.00036 0.20752 +0.00784 0.05676 +0.00149 169 +£2 191 £7 482 +34
6 153 161 0.95  (.02674 £0.00022 0. 18163 +0. 00697 0.04926 +0.00155 170 £1 169 £6 160 +42
7 121 209 0.58  0.02767 +0.00024 0. 19953 +0. 00583 0.05230 +0.00118 176 £1 185 +5 298 +30
8 239 276 0.87  0.02675 £0.00022 0.18728 +£0. 00571 0.05077 £0.00120 170 1 174 +5 231 £31
9 1856 1352 1.37  0.02837 +0.00035 0.20120 +0.00270 0.05145 +0. 00030 180 £2 186 +2 261 +8
10 1362 1391 0.98  0.02854 +0.00023 0.20069 +0.00466 0.05100 +0.00083 181 £1 186 t4 241 +£23
12 950 686 1.39  0.02767 +0.00034 0. 18957 +£0.00299 0.04970 +0. 00035 176 £2 176 +3 181 £10
13 165 201 0.82  0.02808 +0.00025 0.21011 +£0. 00728 0.05427 +0.00147 178 £2 194 +6 382 £37
14 202 293 0.69  0.02739 +0.00033 0. 18724 +0. 00405 0. 04958 +0. 00059 174 £2 174 +3 175 +16
15 215 251 0.86  0.02640 +0.00031 0.17993 +£0. 00465 0.04942 + 0. 00080 168 2 168 +4 168 +21
19 128 128 1.00 0.02768 +0.00026 0.24075 +£0. 01022 0.06308 +0.00215 176 +8 219 +8 711 £42
20 321 466 0.69  0.02646 £0.00021 0. 18888 +0.00473 0.05177 +£0. 00097 168 =1 176 +4 275 +26
21 485 438 1.11  0.02719 +0.00033 0.19322 +0.00403 0.05154 +0.00058 173 £2 179 +£3 265 +15
22 463 430 1.08  0.02797 £0.00022 0.20321 £0.00616 0. 05269 +0.00125 178 £1 188 +5 315 £30
23 263 250 1.05 0.02798 +0.00035 0. 19390 +0.00567 0.05025 +0.00094 178 £1 180 +5 207 +24
24 410 635 0.65 0.02814 +0.00035 0.21586 +0. 00359 0.05563 +0. 00043 179 £2 198 +3 438 £10
25 2273 1516 1.50 0.02764 +0.00033 0.20570 +0.00275 0.05398 +0. 00031 176 £2 190 +2 370 +7
26 452 403 1.12  0.02703 +0.00033 0. 19996 +0. 00404 0.05366 +0. 00057 172 £2 185 +3 357 £15
27 779 756 1.03  0.02642 +0.00030 0. 20005 +0.00291 0.05493 +0. 00036 168 £2 185 +2 409 +8
28 250 292 0.86  0.02857 +0.00034 0.22317 +£0.00449 0.05668 +0.00061 182 £2 205 x4 479 x13
29 197 236 0.84  0.02747 £0.00023 0.20298 +0.00675 0.05359 +0.00139 175 £1 188 +6 354 £34
30 272 369 0.74  0.02649 +0.00033 0. 18961 +0.00434 0.05129 +0. 00067 169 +2 176 +4 282 +18
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Fig.2 U-Pb Concordia diagram for zircons separated from
lava sample X03-53 in the Yeba Formation.
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Table 2 Major(wt% ) , trace element( x 10 ~®) analyzing results of the Yeba Formation lavas.

FELLE  X0344 X0345 X0346 X03462 X0347 X0350 X03-53 X03-54 X03-55 X03-59 X03-63 X03-70 X03-71
S0,  70.73 74.77 59.66 48.58 67.79 71.62  70.49  70.68  S54.18  73.79  73.08 57.75 50.74
Ti0, 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.10 043 038 037 0.3 08 034 035 071 118
ALO,  14.95 14.32 15.63 18.38 15.63 1491 1503 14.78 14.74 13.99 13.89  15.64 17.81

$Fe,0, 3.79 3.41 7.9 11.52 3.69  2.67 3.44 308 828 226 300 7.76 9.76
MnO  0.03 0.0l  0.30 0.24 005 003 0.06 006 0.15 002 009 012 0.15
MgO  0.68 0.24  6.46 4.47 0.87 051 077 0.68 7.63 075 071 505 7.1l
Ca0 031 007 017 11.12 132 015 102  1.22  7.57  0.15 0.5  6.00  4.11
N0  3.15  2.60  3.27  0.67 2.66 321 278 276  1.74  2.56  5.30 3.8  5.17
K0 3.5 277  0.64 002 4.8 428 439 446  1.95 3.99 230  0.06 0.62
P,0s — — — 0.05  0.06  0.02 — — 0.905 — — 0.03  0.18
Lol 199 1.62 494 3.08 207 1.5 1.60  1.48 2.6l 1.81 .24 3.54  3.31
B 99.66 100.31 99.90 99.23  99.39  99.35 99.94 99.54 99.73  99.66 100.53 100.49 100.13

v 57.9 389  179.3 256.4  56.8  46.0  49.9  49.9  177.5  43.6  42.3  189.0  246.2
Cr 6.3 12,4 136.7 540  16.1 1.7 14.4 2.9  557.9 4.0 8.0  200.5 166.6
Co 419  1.88 286 286  5.66 297 3.8  3.93  30.09 2.69 3.76  23.21 29.35
Rb 1157 94.8  20.3 0.8 1453 117.7 147.8 138.0  67.9  125.8  67.6 1.4 18.6
Sr 273 261 70 406 267 277 309 372 446 133 234 640 379
Y 16.9 29.8 165 199  13.4 7.3 159 14.1 15.9 2.6 13.1 13.3  18.8
Zr 150.5 164.0 8.1  55.85  153.8 146.1 130.7 131.5  78.8 136 127.3  62.3  80.1
Nb 10.13 602 470 238 1033 9.14 9.54  9.37 2.8 871 893 220 6.27
Ba 962 396 103 18 663 597 551 584 222 544 517 41 258
La 36.63 23.63 7.96  6.08 32.11 17.61 29.76 30.49 6.90  3.69 2496 5.8  11.03
Ce 62.2  40.22  19.05 14.89  56.53  30.09  50.1  50.57 15.30 6.4l  44.04  12.29 24.21
Pr 6.78  5.74 254 2,20  6.26  3.22 544 54 2,16 0.65 500 1.72 3.3l
Nd 22.81  22.39  10.17 10.28  20.95 10.32 17.81 18.26  9.47  2.11  17.06  7.39  14.28
Sm 410 479 236 2.8 3.70 171  3.20 3.16 249  0.35  3.00 1.97  3.40
Eu 0.8 111 067 112 079 033 076 073 0.83 0.02 069 074 118
Gd 3.61  5.67 3.009 3.737 3.127 1.29  2.83 274  3.23  0.27  2.66  2.67  4.10
Tb 0.54 0.81 0.44 0.55 0.48 020 045 0.42 048  0.05 0.39 039 0.58
Dy 3.15 528 2.8 347 2.69 1.17 271  2.48  2.87  0.34  2.38 243  3.56
Ho 0.62 1.14 0.5 0.72 0.53 025 0.5  0.50 0.5  0.09 0.47 048 0.7
Er 1.68 3.16 1.66 1.95  1.54 072  1.52 140 1.52 035 1.33  1.29  1.89
Tm 0.2 053 028 0.32 026 0.14 026 0.24 024  0.08  0.22 021  0.29
Yb 197 3.68 1.8 207 1.8 109 1.8 1.73 1.64 073 1.72 143 2.0l
Lu 0.33 0.6l 030 03¢ 032 020 031 028 028 016 028 023 0.32
Hf 3.0 408 1.9  1.42 395 325 3.43 314  1.97 3.26 3.04 163 197
Ta 0.66 0.46 028  0.14 0.67 0.62 077 065 0.17 062 0.5  0.14  0.34
Pb 5.2 829 920  3.80  6.39 14.85 821 849 11.24 562 17.75 525  5.87
Th 7.88 593 233 073 992 475 11.18 89  1.59  1.96  7.62  1.42  1.42
U 1.41  1.98 0.8  0.17 299 090 306 257 0.54 1.67 2.04  0.62  0.40
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4.2 MHBEARLENINERX

AN BT TR ER B aX Ml RS
WA W7 FEMT BT AUAT i PR B, U B e B
EBAEAFISRGE, LA HAY-RITF e s s FrilE
15—, B ESS IR A - 2 H 1R ™
PR e T MR BT B INOR RS ,2004) , — L% E
AR EAB AR X - rhd A IE R, AYHHESA
K A B B BEA M-SR VT4 I 300km , 1T HL7E 5 Tt S 5 b
BE A E &I # 5T 8 (Murphy et al. , 1997) B 4F4R B
AR e 2 P LA e K S R B 5 4 A 9 T R A A e e A
A5 405 1, T A ¥ 45 55 ( Tapponnier et al. | 2001) , %5 3]
X 0t BT AR AT BE B PE A - B fE - B ad 500km,
ISR YE A BRI B AR oy B ST R R e A
WA RE R A AR 2 B vP B P AR I o (flat
subduction) o IXFWE M AR i SEBR AR B T BRI 19 1E
A, —BASTHEERER ., W, Gutscher et al. (2000) §5
HRE RGP R B8 AL B RIS SR AR
BAVEBIRBRIE R, it B4 A LA KPR S &
BE AR ( <400 x107°) , [ B A2 4E Eu IR & , XL
ARIBIR VS A FHIE . BT XM &, R F TP A
-V B RS T R ] RE R R T R AR

AR TV STV I A YL 00 o ) i I A K
BERNETREREE. NBBMICRRE, RAFALEHR
AR TRtk B i, KR ET B I RIAE 8 Bk R b
F 120Ma( Yin and Harrison, 2000) , A3 iX %6 & 438§ b 7%
MAEREPFR . AR, ot B AN FhgE i 4,
HURILF 5 S B A S SRR % M RE S, TR R B T
RF eIl R LA A MR R . [ B T B A T 2R AR B
TR LR R T B, iR A T 5 5rad i,
TEFLHHERRE S5, Aitchison e al. (2000) A HH
PR X RE LS S RN, Ar-Ar Fi%E A U-Pb
EENERRUXEBHE AR T 152 ~ 161Ma £ &
(McDermid et al. , 2002) , #E{71: 2000000 £ g X i B % %
A PiELkE P Rb-Sr 078 ERpARIE AT 173,24 «
10. 90Ma, Zhou et al. (2000) | 18 ¥ K #E &5 A HE A9 Sm-Nd &
BHER4E I8 4 177 + 31Ma, B2 3 . 4 37 4 %55 (2006 ) F§ SHRIMP
PR DA e s TIES A BRI R 162.9 £2.8Ma (4
SRS, 2006) o XS LE AR T S R AR P R T 1
FRERETAETREVE A T R Y IR AT, R AR T — B NI
Mo LRETXLLEN 1 R R ALK LS TR R, 7 R T
T, B R 5 30T 8 31 5% b B v %08 A1) AR mh R AR BT RE YL
AR AT v B SR TR TR Ak B,

B AN TSR] PR A If KO B A By X 48
i BRI R BA A A Bl , 5 AR M R 7 T 5 T 2 AL U 11
FHENEE 7 XM B KL E B AOR, FE S LR T,

SCHER AT A 22 15 25 TR 4k 1 L R LK) GeoPlot B4
(Zhou and Li, 2006) ,ZEHIF R E,
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